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e live in a post Christian world. One where secular humanism, along with 
relative thought prevails. On Sunday, March 4th 2007, Simcha Jacobovici 
and Oscar winning movie director James Cameron premiered “The Jesus 
Family Tomb” a documentary.  

  W
Due to this film, there are many 
people today asking questions. Even 
Christians weak in the knowledge 
and faith of our Lord Jesus Christ are 
at this very moment questioning their 
salvation and even asking 
themselves, “Did Christ even exist?”  

My name is Ray Gano and I am the 
Founder and Executive Director of an 
internet ministry called Prophezine. 
Prophezine deals with Bible 
Prophecy and World Events from a 
pre-tribulation, pre-millennial, dispensationalist stand point. The site currently 
serves close to 70,000+ (and growing) people world wide with a newsletter, news 
updates, website and podcast. We have been in existence since 1993. 
 
When I learned of this “documentary” I made a call for articles from across the 
board.  
 
It was my desire to have a diverse group of people made up of authors, 
theologians, pastors as well as lay people.  
 
All these individuals had one thing in common. Like me, they felt the need to 
contend for the Faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through this document, it is our 
goal to equip the saints with knowledge, so that they can also stand against the 
world’s lie being presented by Jacobovici & Cameron. 

In 1980 Professor Amos Kloner was the individual responsible for the dig which 
took place at Talpiyot, the location of the tomb. In regards to Jacobovici & 
Cameron’s film he told The Jerusalem Post the following: 

“It makes a great story for a TV film,” “But it’s impossible. It’s nonsense,” 

Professor Kloner was also reported by Ynetnews with stating the following: 

"I refute all their claims and efforts to waken a renewed interest in the 
findings. With all due respect, they are not archeologists."  

 

Professor Kloner is not alone. 
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It is my honor and privilege to present the following individuals in this specially 
compiled issue of The PZ Insider Report.   

Common Sense Look at The Jesus Family Tomb Documentary - By Ray Gano 

New Film By James Cameron Claims Jesus Didn't Rise From The Dead, Body Has 
Been Found  - By Joel C. Rosenberg  

Jesus’ Family Tomb - By Daniel Ho  

Another Rabbit Trail. . .  - By Jack Kinsella

Here We Go Again – Jesus’ Remains in N.Y. - By Ron Cantrell  

He IS Risen! - By Andre Holwerda  

The Sinking of 'The Jesus Family Tomb' Theory - By Dr. Tony Beam 

Don’t Take The Bait! - By Troy Koehne 
 
A Short Biography of Caiaphas- The High Priest Who Condemned Jesus to Death - 
By Barbara Henderson 
 
The Lost Tomb of Jesus - By Chuck Missler  
 
They Found The Casket of Jesus - 45 Pithy Comebacks - By Todd Friel  
 
How Many Witnesses? - By Pat Keleman  
 
The Lost Tomb of Jesus Film is Heresy! - By Stephen Yulish PhD 
 
A Viewers Guide to Understanding the Talpiot Tomb ‘documentary’ to be aired on 
the Discovery Channel - By Joe E. Zias 
 
Jesus Family Tomb Fact Sheet - Compiled by Dr. Randall Price 
 
False Tombs and Gnostic Tales - Mocking the heart of Christianity –  
By Berit Kjos 

Questions for the Authentic Christian? - By Dr Victor Herlacher 

 
In His Service, 

Ray & Tracye Gano 
Email – ray.gano@prophezine.com  

Website – www.prophezine.com
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A Common Sense Look at The Jesus 
Family Tomb Documentary 
By Ray Gano 
 
Well it was coming up on 8:00 PM. I had a glass of milk, note 
paper and pen at hand. I flipped through the channels till I got 
to The Discovery Channel.  
 
My first thought ”Hey, it must be bash the bible night on 
Discovery!” I said that to myself and to Tracye because the 
show just before The Jesus Family Tomb was a show on 

“The REAL Noah’s Ark.”  
 
I have seen that show before and was yet another show mocking the biblical account of 
Noah and the Ark and in fact, it was an attack on God’s Word it self.  
 
So I knew how this evening of “fine” television viewing was already going; it was going 
down the tubes.  
 
Well the show started and we were brought back to the times of Jesus. The narrator was 
telling us the biblical account and then it happened, the narrator took a turn. 
 

“But we learn in the Gospel of Matthew of a different account, one not mentioned 
in the other Gospels.” 

 
The narrator went on telling that the disciples whisked Christ’s body away and hid it in a 
secret tomb. Fast forward to 1980 and the tomb is discovered.. and today we have the 
great discovery of ”Jesus’ Family Tomb” the movie, the book and probably soon to come 
DVD.   
 
The real motivation behind this was already exposing itself. 
 
Anyone with any biblical, archeological or even common sense would see right thought 
this. In fact the portion of scripture that the narrator was speaking of is the following… 
 

“…lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away…” 
 
I mean is this it? Is this what they are basing all these findings on? Is this how they piece 
all this stuff together? Their foundation was one line of scripture taken out of context? 
 
Instantly I wanted to throw a brick through the TV set. I could not believe what a weak 
stance these guys were taking. Well this was just the beginning.   
 
Here is the portion of scripture and how it is read in context found in Matthew 27 62 - 66 
 

Mat 27:62  Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief 
priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,  
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Mat 27:63  Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet 
alive, After three days I will rise again.  
 
Mat 27:64  Command therefore that the sepulcher be made sure until the third 
day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the 
people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.  
 
Mat 27:65  Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure 
as ye can.  

 
Mat 27:66  So they went, and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch.  

 
I found that much of the so called “documentary” was basing itself on evidence which 
was thin as ice and preposterous assumptions.  
 
The Statistics 
 
This was another major point that the focus of much of the documentaries “evidence” 
was based upon. Again these were weak links added to a weak chain made up of weak 
“what if” links. 
 
In the film we leaned that Jacobovici held a series of meetings with statisticians 
 

“I would like to know what the probability is that the series of names indeed 
belonged to Jesus' family.” Jacobovici said. 
 

So he met with Prof. Andrey Feuerverger of the Department of Statistics at the 
University of Toronto, an expert on probabilities. 
 

"I sat with him, and he listened to me and did not laugh," said Jacobovici. "He 
said, we cannot examine each name alone, but we can look at the entire 
combination. Suppose, he said, we placed the entire population of Jerusalem at 
the time, some 100,000 people, in a football pitch and a man with a loudspeaker 
called: all those named Josua, please stand up.  
 
"Some 10 percent of the men, who are 50 percent of the total, stand up. We have 
5,000 men standing. The loudspeaker guy now says: Only those whose father 
was named Joseph please remain standing. Then he calls on those among them 
whose mother was named Mary, then those who had brothers named Josua and 
James, and so on.  
 
"Eventually, you will have very few people standing. I gave him the data I had 
and he worked on this for nearly a year. It turned out that in that period, 4% of the 
men were named Josua, and 25% of the women were called Mary (Maria, or 
Miriam). His model eventually established that the probability that this was not 
the burial cave of Jesus and his family is 1:600."(1) 

 
Let’s apply a bit of critical thought here.  
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What Jacobovici is basically saying is that it is 1 in 600 chance that  Joseph, Mary, 
Josua and James and so on could be found in one tomb.  
 
Well look at this differently. They started in a football stadium with 100,000 people. 600 
goes into 100,000 approximately 166.666666667 times. So out of those 100,000 people 
there are 166 families with possibly all the same names having a family tomb together.  
 
Now let’s look at this in common sense terms.. 
 
How many people out there know someone named “Bob”? Ok of those how many have 
a female in the family named “Sue”? How many Bobs do we know that have children 
named Bill, John, or Tom? 
 
Now if you walked into any cemetery in the US today, do you think that you can find a 
tombstone with a man named BOB who had a female family member named Sue and 
possibly children named Bill, John or Tom on it?  
 
The odds are pretty likely that you could do this. That is a common sense example of 1 
in 600 odds. Now do the odds that Jacobovici present seem that amazing to you?  
 
Do those odds make Bob, the son of God and Savior who died for our sins?  No it does 
not even come close. Like Bob, it does not make the bones in the discovered tomb the 
remains of our Savior nor of His family either. It could be the bones of any 166 families 
per 100,000 people living in Israel during the second temple period.  
 
Throughout the film this is the type of logic, statistics and speculation that Jacobovici 
used.  
 
Do you see how Jacobovici and Cameron have played really loose here and made 
outrageous speculation seem to have some semblance of truth and credibility?  
 
The DNA 
 
Let’s jump to the DNA. 
 
DNA has permeated our society. “If there is DNA it has to be true.” That is the common 
thought of today. It is also the mentality that Jacobovici and Cameron leveraged in their 
film.  
 
Simcha Jacobovici, discovered just enough mitochondrial DNA for a lab in Ontario to 
state that the body of the male named “Jesus” and the female body of the individual 
named “Mary” found were not related.  
 
So what does that prove?  
 
According to Jacobovici it meant that these people were married.  
 
Remember Bob who we spoke about earlier who had a female family member named 
Sue and possibly children named Bill, John or Tom? 
 
Do we know if Bob and Sue are married if we took DNA samples from them?  
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If we found out that Bob and Sue were not related via DNA what does this tell us? 
 
Does it tell us that Sue is the wife of Bob?  
 
Maybe Sue is an aunt from his dad’s side who is married into the clan and not a blood 
relative but a relative by marriage only. 
 
In the biblical times extended families were common where relatives were part of the 
extended family but by marriage only and often it was widowed females. 
 
So again I ask, by taking DNA of Bob and Sue do we know without a doubt that they 
were married?  
 
No we do not and yet this is the leap of faith that Jacobovici and Cameron present.  
 
Like Bob and Sue, Josua and Mary were very common names during that time. In fact 
how many Josua’s  and Mary’s do you know today?  
 
Conclusion 
 
Folks, there are no bones of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, God’s only begotten son sitting in 
any tombs.  
 
Here is what God’s Word Says… 
 

1Corinthians 15:1 – 8 (KJV)  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And 
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he 
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time. 
 
Acts 1:9 – 11 (KJV)  And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel;  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

 
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, The Way, The Truth and The Life is at the 
Right Hand of God in all His Glory. So soon yes very soon, He will return for his bride… 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 – 17 (KJV) For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
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up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord. 

Who Do You Serve?  

Jesus stated the following…  

John 14:6 (KJV) Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

If you do not have Christ in your life, you will spend eternity in hell. This is a fact. It does 
not matter if you believe this or not, it is the truth spoken by Jesus himself. You will not 
go to hell for your sins or for what you have done. You will go to hell for what you have 
not done and that is accepting Christ as your personal savior.  

We work hard at Prophezine to show that Bible Prophecy is coming to pass. Because of 
this fact, the Bible is true. Since the Bible is the true and inerrant word of God, there is a 
heaven and there is a hell.  

Who you serve will determine where you will spend eternity. 

1John 1:9 (KJV) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 
 
Biography – Ray Gano 

Ray & Tracye Gano are the Executive Directors of Prophezine. Prophezine deals with 
Bible Prophecy and World Events from a Pre-trib, pre-millennial, dispensationalist stand 
point. They currently serve close to 70,000+ (and growing) people world wide with a 
weekly newsletters, daily news updates, community based website and Internet radio 
shows. Ray recently released his latest project “Escape The End Time Money Snare – 
The CD a multimedia CD co-authored with Wilfred Hahn focusing on how to escape the 
trappings of mammon and learning how to live simply in God’s abundance. 

Please visit Prophezine by going to http://www.prophezine.com

 
 
Endnotes 
 
1 - http://www.ynetnews.com/Ext/Comp/ArticleLayout/CdaArticlePrintPreview/1,2506,L-3371608,00.html  
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New Film By James Cameron Claims 
Jesus Didn't Rise From The Dead, 
Body Has Been Found  
 
But archeologist who found tomb says the film 
is nonsense. Why not come to Israel with us 
and see for yourself?  
 
By Joel C. Rosenberg  
 
"Brace yourself. James Cameron, the man who brought you 
The Titanic is back with another blockbuster. This time, the 
ship he's sinking is Christianity. In a new documentary, 

Producer Cameron and his director, Simcha Jacobovici, make the starting claim that 
Jesus wasn't resurrected -- the cornerstone of Christian faith -- and that his burial cave 
was discovered near Jerusalem. And, get this, Jesus sired a son with Mary Magdelene. 
No, it's not a re-make of The Da Vinci Codes. It's supposed to be true."  
 
So began a controversial story this weekend by Time magazine's Jerusalem bureau 
chief Tim McGirk. Cameron unveiled his heretical claims in a press conference Monday.  
 
Now for the rest of the story: the Israeli archeologist who actually discovered the ancient 
burial caves 27 years ago says there is absolutely no proof to Cameron's outlandish 
claims. What's more the archeologist says that Cameron and his team are merely trying 
to profit by attacking a central tenet of the Christian faith that Jesus was raised from the 
dead on the third day and that His body has never been discovered.  
 
"The claim that the burial site [of Jesus] has been found is not based on any proof, and 
is only an attempt to sell," says Israeli archeologist Professor Amos Kloner.  
 
Reported Ynetnews, a leading Israeli news site: "A similar film was released 11 years 
ago, and [Kloner] said that this current film was merely a renewed effort to create 
controversy in the Christian world in order to make a bigger profit.  
 
Adds Kloner: "I refute all their claims and efforts to waken a renewed interest in the 
findings. With all due respect, they are not archeologists."  
 
I believe interest in the ancient mysteries, scrolls and treasures of the Middle East is at 
an all time high. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, the Copper Scroll in 
1952 (revealed to the world by the New York Times in 1956), and the release of the film 
RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK in 1981 accelerated such interest, as did THE DA VINCI 
CODE novel and movie in recent years.  
 
With such interest has come ever more questions from skeptics, cynics and the faithful 
alike. How do we know the history the Bible tells is true? How do we know the Bible was 
transmitted faithfully and accurately over the years? Is there any evidence for the 
Christian faith, or must we rely on "blind faith"? And do the ancient Scriptures -- most 
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2,000 years old or more -- really give us advance intelligence of future events that could 
come to pass in our lifetime?  
 
Ever since THE COPPER SCROLL came out last summer, I've received thousands of 
emails, weblog comments and audience questions asking these and similar questions. 
They're great questions and they deserve clear and thoughtful answers.  
 
To help in this regard, as well as to encourage people to pray for the peace of Jerusalem 
and bless Israel and her neighbors in these challenging times, Lynn and I and the The 
Joshua Fund's Board of Directors are leading a "prayer and vision trip" to the Holy Land 
for Passover and Easter week. We'll visit the most important sites in Jerusalem, Galilee 
and the Judean wilderness, the places where Jesus and His disciples walked, taught, 
performed miracles. We'll walk the Via Dolorosa -- the way of suffering -- and tour the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the very site where leading archeologists say Jesus was 
crucified, buried and resurrected. We'll review the past, we'll study the present, and we'll 
consider the future of the epicenter from a Biblical perspective.  
 
This particular "prayer & vision trip" is full. But we are currently developing a much larger 
trip for April 2008 -- with possible trip extensions to Egypt and Jordan. We're just in the 
planning stages right now. But we'll begin posting details on my website and The Joshua 
Fund website in the weeks ahead. If such a trip is of particular interest to you, please 
shoot us an email with your name, email address, mailing address and daytime phone 
number. We'll get back to you with specifics very soon.  
 
Seeing the Holy Land for the first time in the summer of 1987 changed my life forever. It 
changed the lives of Lynn and our boys when we first went as a family in the fall of 2003. 
Let it change yours. The Hebrew Prophet Ezekiel (in chapters 36 through 39) told us that 
Israel would be reborn in the "last days." He said Jews would return to the land after 
centuries of being scattered. He said the deserts would bloom and the ancient ruins 
would be rebuilt. And so they have. We have seen dramatic miracles come to pass in 
our own lifetime, and even more dramatic events lie ahead. Next year is the 60th 
anniversary since the rebirth of Israel and the fulfillment of end times prophecies. Why 
not pray about coming with us to bless Israel and her neighbors in 2008. Believe me, 
you'll never be the same! 

 

Biography – Joel C. Rosenberg 

Joel C. Rosenberg is the founder of The Joshua Fund and the New York Times best-selling 
author of THE LAST JIHAD (2002), THE LAST DAYS (2003), THE EZEKIEL OPTION (2005), 
THE COPPER SCROLL (2006), and EPICENTER (2006) with more than one million copies in 
print. THE EZEKIEL OPTION was named by the ECPA as the Gold Medallion winner of the "Best 
Novel of 2006." Joel previously served as a senior advisor to several U.S. and Israeli leaders, 
including Steve Forbes, Rush Limbaugh, former Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Natan Sharansky, 
and former Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. He has been interviewed on more than 
300 radio and TV shows, including ABC's "Nightline," CNN, CNN Headline News, C-SPAN, Fox 
News Channel, MSNBC, The History Channel, the Michael Reagan Show, the Rush Limbaugh 
Show and the Sean Hannity Show. EPICENTER: Why The Current Rumblings In The Middle 
East Will Change Your Future was Joel's first non-fiction book. It was released September 18, 
2006. Visit Joel’s site at http://joelrosenberg.blogspot.com   
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Jesus’ Family Tomb 
By Daniel Ho 

The Jesus family tomb - an upcoming movie that claims like 
Dan Brown, Jesus never died, in fact he had a son call Judas 
with Mary Magdalene, and now this James Cameron 
announced to the world that they found evidences that 
support this with a tomb that was discovered in Jerusalem in 
the 1980s. 

Bar-Ilan University Professor Amos Kloner, a Jerusalem 
archeologist who officially oversaw the work at the tomb in 

1980 and has published detailed findings on its contents, dismissed the claims. “It 
makes a great story for a TV film,” he told The Jerusalem Post Saturday night. “But it’s 
impossible. It’s nonsense,” he said 

Like many Gnostic including Dan Brown with his Davinci Code, James Cameron is 
another who with this sensational movie hopes to make millions. The University 
archaeologist Professor Amos Kloner himself dispute this claim, like Dan Brown’s 
research, it is flawed. 

Why would this be so significant to the Christian faith? If anyone can prove that the 
event of resurrection did not happen, Christianity will fall. The singular foundation of our 
faith and our salvation is based on Jesus’ resurrection. (Romans 10:9-14) 

The death of Christ deals with our Sin, Jesus is the ultimate Sin offering, which is the 
problem of Sin that which separated us from fellowship with God, and Resurrection 
deals with the effects of Sin, death primarily. Through Christ’s resurrection, death is 
defeated, the power of the Law is demolished in us, that we are no longer bound by the 
power of the Law (for none of us can by ourselves fulfill it, but Christ fulfill all laws). 
Therefore when a believer confesses with his mouth and believe that God raised Jesus 
from the death, he will be saved! 

The devil wants to discredit this event, when people and even Christians choose to 
believe that Jesus never did die and had children, the crux of our Christian faith lies in 
ruin. However, even when produced with evidences that this movie is nothing but 
another Davinci Code sensation, many will not believe, for they are blinded. 2 
Thessalonians 2:10 - They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be 
saved” for this reason, God sent a powerful delusion, that they will believe the lie and so 
have no believed the truth and doom themselves to destruction and wickedness. Truly 
the consequences of Sin are not just eternal death, but destruction based on our belief in 
a lie. I plead that whosoever watches this movie, stands firm in your faith. 

Why the resurrection is a truth, and why James Cameron’s research is flawed? 

The resurrection is a factual event while this Tomb is not. Resurrection is confirmed by 
more than 70 people, of whom of different groups, and of different social circle of Jesus. 
The Tomb today is empty; otherwise the Pharisees would use it to squash all rumors of 
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Jesus being resurrected. The strongest evidence presented here, is not from a favorable 
group, but enemies of Christ. What easier way to destroy a new sect than to hit at the 
foundation of their belief - the resurrection. The resurrection and the incidents have been 
recorded by both within the church, and outside the church. Romans besides great 
conquerors, they detailed historical events carefully such as Josephus etc. 

This tomb is based on inscription of which the expert at the university in Jerusalem has 
disputed its authenticity. 

If this is true, than Dan Brown’s research must be true, but their researches are flawed 
as their resting place of Mary is contradicting each other, so who is right and who is 
wrong? Both. 

On the more spiritual note, this movie and many more, will come and hit at the central 
doctrines of Christianity - the person of Jesus, His death, and His resurrection. Josh 
McDowell has a line of argument which easily point us the right way - Who is Jesus? Is 
he a liar, lunatic or really Lord? 

Liar, will a good man die for a lie? Jesus died because He said he is God himself, that’s 
the charge that puts him on the Cross. Will thousands if not millions die a martyr death 
since the Roman Empire till today in India, and remote pat of Africa? That they are 
willing to die for their faith in Christ? Will you die for a lie? 

Lunatic. Jesus’ teachings have confounded the world even the skeptics. Thousands may 
not acknowledge His deity, but cannot deny the clarity and love in the teaching of this 
man. Jesus is the single inspiration for many advances in our world today - education, 
science, philosophy, sociology, etc. 

If Jesus is not a liar, or a lunatic, He must be Lord! He said He is, and He died for our 
sins, and He is risen from the dead and the tomb is empty today. This is my creed and 
my faith that Jesus died and rose again and sits at the right hand of our Father 
interceding for us! 

 
 
Biography – Daniel Ho 

I am Daniel, a Christian who loves God above all things, above everyone! 

About me…. I love Photography and i would love to go around with a Digital SLR and 
snapping pictures and capturing moments, to me, a picture speaks a thousand words. I 
enjoy reading especially on Non-fictions, Christian literature, and i love Tom Clancy’s 
novels, inspirational and i love Comics especially Calvin and Hobbes which has to be my 
favorite comic all time. I love music and playing my guitar although i haven’t got chance 
to play it often these days, i pray that i will have the passion to continue practicing. Not 
forgetting blogging, and of course, traveling. 
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Another Rabbit Trail. . .  
By Jack Kinsella

I am profoundly grieved in my spirit by the seemingly 
overwhelming acceptance of the claims made by James 
Cameron that it has been categorically established as fact 
that he has "uncovered" the bones of Jesus Christ.  

If one were to take the mainstream media's coverage of the 
story at face value, then one would assume that the Bible 
has, at long last, been proved to be nothing more than a 
collection of myths and fairy tales with no basis in fact.  

Typical of those few among the mainstream media who did not react with unconcealed 
joy at the possibility that Christianity is a fraud were those that ran quotes from 'skeptical 
scholars' like Stephen Pfann.  

“How possible is it?” Pfann asked. “On a scale of one through 10 — 10 being completely 
possible — it’s probably a one, maybe a one and a half."  

On first reading, it seems as if Pfann is being offered as a rebuttal witness. The fact is, it 
simply is NOT possible that this is the Tomb of Jesus. The mere fact that Pfann sees it 
as a possibility, however remote, disqualifies him as either a 'skeptic' or a 'scholar'.  

For it to be even remotely possible, not one single word of the Bible could be true. The 
basic theme of the Bible -- from the Garden of Eden to 2nd Coming of Christ -- is God's 
Sovereign plan for the redemption of mankind.  

The Bible outlines only one way and that is through a Redeemer. God promised a 
Redeemer before the first man and woman were banished from the Garden:  

"And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
Seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel." (Genesis 3:15)  

If James Cameron and his crew have truly recovered the remains of Jesus of Nazareth, 
then that Redeemer has not come. Not a single promise of the Old Testament has been 
fulfilled, and the New Testament is a pack of lies.  

Such a profound sea change in the history of mankind deserves more than merely a 
second look -- it demands absolute certainty.  

To the media, "absolute certainty" consists of four names, which may or may not have 
been correctly translated, and DNA evidence that the remains identified as Jesus are 
NOT related to the remains identified as Mary Magdalene.  

Let's look at the alleged DNA 'evidence' a bit more closely than the mainstream dared.  
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One of the filmmakers, Simcha Jacobovici, told a press conference that there was 
enough mitochondrial DNA for a laboratory in Ontario to conclude that the bodies in the 
“Jesus” and “Mary Magdalene” ossuaries were not related on their mothers’ side.  

From this, Mr. Jacobovici deduced that they were a couple, because otherwise they 
would not have been buried together in a family tomb.  

That seems to be a rather broad deduction.  

The filmmakers also claim that the other "Mary" found in the tomb was the mother of 
Jesus, that another was of His brother, Joseph, and another contained the bones of 
"Judah, son of Jesus."  

If so, then the same mitochondrial DNA should show that they are all related to Jesus -- 
otherwise, they would not have been buried together in a family tomb, either.  

One intrepid reporter dared to ask Jacobvici how those tests turned out. Jacobvici's 
reply?  

“We’re not scientists. At the end of the day we can’t wait till every ossuary is tested for 
DNA,” he said. “We took the story that far. At some point you have to say, ‘I’ve done my 
job as a journalist.’ ”  

Given that what Jacobvici is offering is nothing less than the complete destruction of 
Christianity as a viable belief system, one would wonder WHY they "couldn't wait".  

If the DNA didn't show a familial connection, then the basic claim of the documentary, 
that they had discovered the "Jesus Family Tomb" would fall apart. So why not wait?  

Apart from the allegation that Jesus of Nazareth was NOT resurrected, the most 
spectacular claim made by the filmmakers was that Jesus and Mary Magdalene had a 
son named Judah.  

If he were the son of Jesus and Mary Magdalene, would seem that the most important 
DNA test would be the one performed on Judah.  

Were the rest of the ossuaries even tested? If so, what were the results? If not, why not?  

The ossuary identified as that of Mary Magdalene is based on the translation of 
"Mariamene" being Mary Magdalene's real name. How do the filmmakers know that?  

They relied on the expert testimony of Harvard Professor Francios Bovon. How does 
Professor Bovon know? From a recently-discovered 5th century text entitled; "The Acts 
of Phillip." What makes the "Acts of Phillip" conclusive evidence?  

If any of these questions have been put to the filmmakers, there is no record of it that I 
can find.  

Assessment: 

Page 14 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 



What grieves me about this isn't that it creates any doubt in my mind. I don't believe it 
would create doubt in the minds of anyone who has a personal relationship with Jesus.  

When one is regenerated and indwelt by the Holy Spirit, the experience is too profound 
to be that of mass hysteria.  

What grieves me is that this adds one more layer that must be peeled away before one 
can enter into any substantive discussion about the real Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  

It's another 'rabbit trail' that well-meaning Christians seeking to share the Gospel will find 
themselves traversing, while wondering, "How in the heck did I get HERE?"  

The fact that the mainstream media is so uncritical in its acceptance of the "Jesus Tomb" 
story stands as testimony that the Jesus Christ worshipped by Christians can be no less 
than the Son of the Living God.  

Do you think they would accept without comment any 'documentary' that purports to 
prove that Mohammed was a myth?  

How many documentaries have you seen carried by the mainstream media that even 
dare to advance the theory that Mohammed and the Koran are the inspiration for Islamic 
terror?  

Mohammed and Allah present no threat to the god of this world. Jesus Christ, however, 
is the embodiment of his defeat.  

The Bible teaches that Satan is the prince and the power of the air. (Ephesians 2:2)  

It should not be surprising that the airwaves are filled with pronouncements that Jesus is 
a provable (and proved) myth, whereas those same broadcasters never mention 
Mohammed without first adding the honorific, "the Prophet."  

We've already discussed all the holes in the 'evidence'. It is worth noting that nobody 
else is.  

The dishonesty of the film's scholarship is breathtaking it its scope. From the 
manipulated DNA 'evidence' to the discounting of dissenting scholarship and historically 
attested facts, the "Jesus Tomb" is a monument to what the Apostle Peter called "willful 
ignorance."  

Logic is abandoned, from the fact that Jesus of Nazareth would have an expensive 
family tomb in Jerusalem, fifty miles from His hometown, to the fact that such a tomb 
would be unknown to the Jewish and Roman authorities of the times to the fact His 
disciples and followers willingly went to their deaths for what they would have to have 
known was a lie.  

All the eyewitnesses? Liars. The subsequent Acts of the Apostles? Lies. The historical 
records left behind by the secular historians, Flavius Josephus and Tacitius? Lies. The 
1st century Roman persecutions of Christians? Utterly unnecessary.  
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The scope of the conspiracy that would necessary to pull off a hoax of this magnitude? 
No smaller than an entire generation of Jerusalemites, including the hostile Jewish 
authorities, the Romans, the Jewish converts and those Jews who reviled Jesus as a 
blasphemer.  

The inhabitants of the tomb, according to the filmmakers, were clearly identified by the 
inscriptions on their caskets. How does one keep the identity of a family tomb in the 
middle of Jerusalem a secret from those who lived around it? If they are identifiable in 
2007, how could they have remained anonymous to their contemporary neighbors?  

Jesus, Mary, Mary Magdalene, Matthew Joses and Judah presumably died at different 
times. Did they have funerals? How could it be that six separate Jewish funerals could 
take place in the heart of Jerusalem without anybody knowing who was being buried?  

It is beyond ridiculous. But there are no shortage of folks willing to suspend logic if it 
means bringing Jesus Christ down to the status of a mere man, albeit 'a good man and a 
wise teacher'.  

(A 'good man' Who also lied about His identity and then taught 'wisely' on the strength of 
that lie).  

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."  

"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry." (2nd Timothy 4:3-5)  

It was the real Jesus of Nazareth that first broached the subject of the revelation of a 
secret burial chamber, long before James Cameron claimed to have 'uncovered' it -- and 
what such a claim really signals.  

"Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. . . . 
Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the 
desert; go not forth: behold, HE IS IN SECRET CHAMBERS; believe it not." (Matthew 
24:23,25-26)  

"And when these things BEGIN TO COME TO PASS, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh." (Luke 21:28) 

 
Biography – Jack Kinsella 
 
Jack is the Executive Director of The Omega Letter Intelligence Digest. Archives of past 
issues of The Omega Letter Intelligence Digest plus many other Omega Letter member 
features can be found at: www.omegaletter.com  The Omega Letter is published daily by 
Jack Kinsella and exists through subscriptions and free will contributions.  
 

Page 16 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 

http://www.omegaletter.com/
http://www.omegaletter.com/subscribe
http://www.omegaletter.com/subscribe/contribute.asp


 
Here We Go Again – Jesus’ Remains in 
N.Y. 
By Ron Cantrell 
 
Editors Note: Talpiyot is the neighborhood that my wife Carol 
and I have raised our children in for the last 20 years. This 
story is literally “close to home” for us.  
 

About every five years a sensational “find” rocks the world from the land of the Bible. 
The Ark of the Covenant has been found numerous times, wheels of the Egyptian’s 
chariots in the Red Sea, and other sensational finds. Each time there are gullible people 
who buy the stories only later to be severely disappointed by the facts, when they really 
come to light.  
 
Today we have a veritable earthquake spiritually. Monday, February 26, Oscar winning 
director James Cameron of (Titanic [the movie]) fame, and his counterpart, Simcha 
Jacobovici, an Emmy award-winning documentary filmmaker and self-proclaimed 
archaeologist plan to unveil the remains of Jesus in a press conference in New York 
City. The tomb and ossuaries (what they have found remains to be revealed until the 
press conference), were uncovered some 20 years ago and the powers that be have 
deemed the time ripe for public scrutiny.  
 
The Discovery channel plans to air their film telling the exciting and tortuous story of the 
archaeological discovery. The story starts in 1980 in Jerusalem’s Talpiyot neighborhood, 
with the discovery of a 2,000 year old cave containing ten coffins. Six of the ten coffins 
were carved with inscriptions reading the names: Jesua son of Joseph, Mary, Mary, 
Matthew, Jofa (Joseph, identified as Jesus’ brother), Judah son of Jesua (Jesus’ son - 
the filmmakers claim). 
 
The first clue leading to a reality check are the credentials of those claiming the 
discovery. There are no valid archaeologists attached to the project. Filmmakers who 
can easily pull together $3 to 4 million U.S. And run off into the sunset of speculation 
should not be treated with the same honor as are careful archaeologists who have paid 
the price of believability. One such Professor commented on this find as far back as 
1980.  

“Bar-Ilan University Prof. Amos Kloner, the Jerusalem District archeologist who 
officially oversaw the work at the tomb in 1980 and has published detailed 
findings on its contents, on Saturday night dismissed the claims. "It makes a 
great story for a TV film," he told The Jerusalem Post. ‘But it's impossible. It's 
nonsense.’ 
 
“Kloner, who said he was interviewed for the new film but has not seen it, said 
the names found on the ossuaries were common, and the fact that such 
apparently resonant names had been found together was of no significance. He 
added that "Jesus son of Joseph" inscriptions had been found on several other 
ossuaries over the years. 
 
"There is no likelihood that Jesus and his relatives had a family tomb," Kloner 

Page 17 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 



said. "They were a Galilee family with no ties in Jerusalem. The Talpiot tomb 
belonged to a middle-class family from the 1st century CE." 

Clear thinking is so refreshing in our muddled era. One only has to imagine a Nazareth 
family with tombs in Jerusalem to figure out how absurd this story really is. No one in the 
first century would travel with a dead body for several days to a family tomb.  

Kloner also mentioned that a similar film was released 11 years ago, and said that this 
current film was merely a renewed effort to create controversy in the Christian world in 
order to make a bigger profit. 
 
The present Jacobovici documentary comes more than 11 years after similar speculation 
about the so-called Jesus family tomb made world headlines, prompting a London 
Sunday Times feature entitled "The Tomb that Dare Not Speak Its Name" and a BBC 
documentary. 
  
“I refute all their claims and efforts to waken a renewed interest in the findings. With all 
due respect, they are not archeologists,” Kloner said, referring to the filmmakers. 
  
According to him, the names inscribed on the coffins were very common in the Second 
Temple era, and as such were not sufficient proof that the cave was the burial site of 
Jesus' family. 
 
So, as the story will undoubtedly send shockwaves through the Christian world, the truth 
of the matter is being posted all over the internet. One can only send up a prayer of 
thankfulness that we are no longer victims to media hype of this nature. Sorting through 
the massive amount of information at our disposal is also not too difficult. Noted 
archaeologists and their blog-sites, Israel Department of Antiquities web site, and other 
such resources help us fight the battles that seem to be trying to undermine the faith of 
Christians in these last days.  
 

 
 
 
Biography - Ron Cantrell 
 
Ron and Carol Cantrell are Christian Zionist support for Israel, promoting Jerusalem's 
peace and prosperity, and providing relevant information from a biblical perspective. 
 
Visit Shalom, Shalom Jerusalem Ministries at http://www.shalom-shalom-jerusalem.org  
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He IS Risen! 
By Andre Holwerda
 
1Corinthians 15:16 -17 (KJV)  For if the dead rise not, 
then is not Christ raised:  And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
 
Of all the doctrines in the Bible it has to be said that the 
most important is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. I am not, 
repeat NOT, downplaying the significance of His death. 
Without the blood shed on the cross of Calvary, there can 
be no atonement for sins but if the resurrection of Christ did 
not occur, then that atonement was inadequate in any 

case. You see, the reason Jesus rose from the dead was to show that He is God and 
that He has conquered sin and death. If Jesus has not risen, then sin and death has not 
been defeated, and therefore we are still lost in our sins. 
 
The Bible calls Jesus “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Cor. 15:20)”. In 
other words, Jesus was the first one to have risen from the dead and His resurrection is 
our assurance that we will also be raised. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive.” (1 Cor. 15:22). Folks, if Christ is not raised from the dead, then you 
won’t be either. That is why the resurrection of Jesus Christ is THE KEY ISSUE for every 
Christian who longs for His appearance. That is also why the resurrection is the biblical 
doctrine that is most often attacked by skeptics. For if it can be proven that Christ has 
not risen from the dead, then Christianity is a false religion and offers only false hope.        
 
So when a famous Hollywood director releases a documentary suggesting that the body 
of Jesus Christ has been found, we as Christians have no choice but to make clear our 
opposition to said documentary. Now, having neither read the book “The Jesus Family 
Tomb”, nor seen the film “The Lost Tomb of Jesus”, I cannot offer a terribly specific 
rebuttal. I will, however, touch on a few points related to the discoveries claimed by 
these, before giving a biblical and historical defense of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Firstly, I would have to ask a few pertinent questions. If the actual tomb of Jesus, 
containing his remains, were found it would be of such earth-shattering significance that 
it is highly doubtful that the enemies of Christianity would simply let it slide. Rather, they 
would immediately pounce on the opportunity to prove Christianity wrong. So my first 
question would be why was this discovery, made in 1980, not revealed publicly until 
now? The archaeological research conducted in 1980 was very thorough and would, I’m 
sure, have resulted in total upheaval the Church’s fundamental doctrines, had the tomb 
been found to be genuine. This delay of 27 years strongly causes me to suspect some 
kind of forgery.  
 
The researchers behind the documentary also claim to have DNA evidence to support 
their discovery. However, all that the DNA evidence is able to demonstrate is that the 
Yeshua who was buried in one ossuary was not related to the Mariamne who was buried 
in another, and also that the Yehuda son of Yeshua buried in a third ossuary was related 
to the two previously mentioned. All it proves is that this was a family tomb. It does not 
prove that the Yeshua buried in the one ossuary was Jesus of Nazareth. Nor does it 
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prove that the Mariamne found in the other was Mary Magdalene, as the film supposes. 
In fact, the Bible does not once call Mary Magdalene “Mariamne”. The producers of the 
film have derived this name from certain Gnostic and apocryphal books, including the 
Acts of Philip, the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary Magdelene, which have 
not been accepted as inspired texts and have been shown to be late 3rd and 4th century 
forgeries. It has also been convincingly demonstrated that neither Philip, nor Thomas, 
nor Mary Magdelene had any part in the writing of these texts. Nor were they written 
under the guidance or directorship, whether direct or indirect, of ANYONE who was alive 
during the time of Jesus or the Apostles. As for the DNA evidence, since the researchers 
have no sample of either Jesus’ or Mary Magdalene’s DNA with which to make 
comparisons, there is no way they can discern, with any certainty, the true identities of 
these individuals.  
 
Those few points of interest aside, I will now give a quick defense of the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. To start with, the Bible clearly states that the resurrection of Jesus was 
physical. Luke writes: “And he said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. 
For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’” (Luke 24:38, 39). 
The bible is quite clear on this point. Jesus was raised bodily from the dead, just as we 
will be. In fact, after His resurrection, Jesus never appeared to His disciples without 
eating. And when He returns He will still bear the marks of His crucifixion (Zechariah 
12:10). 
 
The thing that really nails it for me is the fact that all of the Apostles saw the risen Christ 
and the empty tomb. These men, who were so despondent for those couple of days 
following Jesus’ death, became so convinced of the truth of the resurrection of Christ 
that they gladly endured torture and death for their convictions. Tell me, would you die 
for something you new was a lie? Five hundred others were witness to the ascension of 
Christ. Many of those received similar fates. Paul also saw the risen Christ. He also 
boldly and willingly laid down his life for His belief in the resurrected Lord. I just can’t see 
any reason why hundreds of sane people would choose to die for something that they 
weren’t convinced was 100% true. 
 
Furthermore, those who propose that this is genuinely the grave of Jesus of Nazareth 
have overlooked a very key fact. The fact is Jesus was buried in a tomb created for one 
man, which had a huge stone that covered it. The first story ever given to explain away 
the resurrection was that the disciples came and stole the body during the night and 
buried it somewhere else. The problem with this is three-fold. Firstly, there were trained 
Roman soldiers stationed outside the tomb. They had swords and shields and armour. 
None of the disciples would have even dared to attack these soldiers in order to get at 
the tomb. Even if they had been able to get past the soldiers, they would not have been 
able to make that stone move an inch. Similar stones of about the same period in Jewish 
history exist in Israel today and they are so huge that it would take several of the world’s 
strongest men (which the disciples certainly weren’t) just to make it budge. The third 
problem is that, had the disciples stolen the body, a quick investigation by the Jewish 
and Roman authorities would easily have revealed this deception. However, they were 
unable to find anything but an empty tomb, which is why they paid the Roman soldiers 
who were on guard to lie by saying that the disciples had stolen the body. Frankly, there 
is just no way that the body of Jesus was getting out of that tomb if He had stayed dead.     
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No, Jesus Christ is risen and He is coming back again. The current unprecedented wave 
of apostasy and heresy (such as this film) is only testament to the fact that His return is 
nigh, even at the door. Jesus said that in the last days there would be deception on a 
global scale. We are told that many shall claim that they are the Christ or that they have 
found the Christ but we are not to believe them, even if their claim is that they’ve found 
him in a coffin. 2 Timothy 3 makes it quite clear that in the last days evil men shall wax 
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. Do not get caught up in their 
deception, for their folly shall be made manifest unto all men. Praise God, for Jesus 
Christ died and rose again and He will forgive the sins of all that will repent and place 
their trust in Him, and He will give to all believers the gift of eternal life. Now is the time 
to adhere passionately to the Gospel for Jesus is about to return. The time is short and 
deception is rife. Put on your full armor soldier! It’s time for battle! 
 

 
 
Biography - Andre Holwerda 
 
Andre is only 21 years old and a humble servant of Jesus. He lives in Australia and is 
the author of a soon-to-be-released book called "Will The Real Jesus Please Stand Up? 
- Finding the True Historical Jesus in a World of Pretenders", due to be released early in 
2008. 
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The Sinking of 'The Jesus Family Tomb' 
Theory 
By Dr. Tony Beam 

Before the Discovery Channel decided to air his “mockumentary” 
about the startling news that the actual tomb of Jesus (complete 
with His remains) has been discovered, James Cameron was 
best known for his role as director of the blockbuster movie 
Titanic. The Tomb of Jesus is a figment of Cameron’s 
imagination, which he hopes to pass off as a documentary. But 
close examination of Cameron and Simcha Jacobovici’s tale of 
the Jesus family tomb being discovered has more holes than the 

real Titanic after it struck the iceberg and is likely to sink with the same speed and 
finality. 

Cameron hypes this film saying, “This is the biggest archeological story of the century. 
It’s absolutely not a publicity stunt.” I agree with the last part of Cameron’s statement 
because while The Tomb of Jesus is certainly designed to bring Cameron and 
Jacobovici publicity, the ultimate goal of the archeologically and theologically flawed film 
is to make money and undermine Christianity. It is no accident that this so-called 
documentary is being aired close to Easter, when Christians all over the world celebrate 
the resurrection of Christ. Last year in the weeks leading up to Easter we had the 
release of the supposedly newly discovered “Gospel of Judas” which made Judas out to 
be the good guy in the story. The fact is, the Gospel of Judas was not a new discovery 
but one resurrected from 1978 and repackaged just in time for Easter 2006. It is an 
example of heretical Gnostic literature written sometime after 180A.D. The date means it 
was written nearly 110 years after the four gospels, which in contrast, were all written 
within the life span of the eyewitnesses. 

Likewise, the so-called family tomb of Jesus, originally discovered in 1980 was 
immediately dismissed as to it authenticity by credible archeologists and biblical 
scholars. It took two filmmakers looking to make a buck and take a slap at Christianity to 
bring this story back to life. When the tomb was discovered in 1980, a team of 
archaeologists from the Israel Antiquities Authority was dispatched to examine its 
authenticity. Archeologist Amos Kloner summed up the findings of the team saying, “It 
was an ordinary middle-class Jerusalem burial cave. The names on the caskets are the 
most common names found among Jews at the time.” Commenting on Cameron and 
Jacobovici’s “documentary” Kloner says, “It’s impossible, it’s nonsense. There is no 
likelihood that Jesus and His relatives had a family tomb. They were a Galilee family with 
no ties in Jerusalem.” 

Don’t miss the power of Kloner’s statement. The fact the burial cave belonged to a 
middle class family excludes the possibility it belonged to Jesus. Every shred of biblical 
and extra-biblical information we have concerning the life of Jesus confirms that He lived 
and died as a virtual pauper in the material sense of the word. There is no way His 
remains would ever be found in a middle class burial site. 
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The names at the burial site also cannot be used to confirm anything. The name Jesus is 
the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua. Simply finding a tomb with the name 
“Jesus”(or Yeshua) and assuming this must be the Jesus of the New Testament would 
be like finding a grave today marked “John” and assuming you had discovered the true 
grave of President John F. Kennedy. I have seen Jesus Alou, baseball player for the 
Oakland Athletics, play on T.V. but I didn’t assume that because his name was spelled 
like the Jesus of the Bible that Jesus had returned to earth and joined the American 
League. 

Jacobovici claims to have DNA evidence to back up this fiction. That’s interesting since 
in order to verify the claim he would have to have a viable, preserved sample of DNA 
from Jesus or one of His family members. Concerning the DNA evidence, Ben 
Witherington III, professor of New Testament Interpretation at Asbury Theological 
Seminary says, “In order for them to establish a positive claim that these are Jesus’ 
relatives, you have to have control samples to compare it to, but we have no such 
objective control samples.” 

Gary Burge is a professor of New Testament at Wheaton College. His quote in 
Christianity Today serves as a fitting final commentary on Cameron and Jacobovici’s 
work. Burge says, “This is really a brilliant example of archaeological sensationalism. It 
happens again and again in the Holy Land that people win their 15 minutes of fame by 
discovering some new burial cave.” Part of the collateral damage caused by the loss of 
the idea of absolute truth in our culture is the rise of ideologically driven pseudo-science 
masquerading as fact-based truth. Claims made by the scientific community concerning 
the absolute fact of evolution, global warming, and the so-called “gay gene” which 
causes people to be born homosexuals, and the communities utter disdain for any 
dissenting voice demonstrates the total ethical bankruptcy of their discipline. I guess we 
can now add some archeologists to the growing list of scientists who resemble the man 
behind the curtain in the Wizard of Oz who kept his standing in the community by 
projecting an overblown and totally made up image. 

This latest attempt to roll the stone back in front of the tomb of Jesus is nothing new. It 
began with a conspiracy hatched up by the chief priests and elders of Jesus’ day when 
some of the guards told them the body of Jesus was no longer in the grave. The elders 
gave the guards a large sum of money and told them to say, “His disciples came by 
night and stole Him away while we were asleep” (Matt. 28:13 NASV). But the lie of the 
priests and elders could not stop the early church from echoing the words of the angel at 
the tomb, “He is not here for He has risen, just as He said.” As for me, if you ask me how 
I know He lives I will simply add my voice to the millions upon millions who have sung 
through the ages, “He lives inside my heart!” 

 

Biography - Dr. Tony Beam 

Dr. Tony Beam is Director of the Christian Worldview Center at North Greenville 
University in Tigerville, South Carolina. 
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Don’t Take The Bait! 
By Troy Koehne 
 
Do you know the difference between smart fish and dumb 
fish?  Dumb fish always take the bait. 
 
The same can be said of the church today.  Throw out a 
new doctrine, some type of new teaching, print a new Bible, 
deny the deity of Christ and the people love it.  They can’t 
get enough of it. 
 
Why?  Because they constantly go where the new stuff is 
being taught.  See, the church is growing only because 
people are leaving one church and going to where their ears 
can be tickled. 

 
In Churches where the King James Bible is taught, people are leaving in droves.  These 
fundamentalist churches believe the whole KJV and nothing but the KJV.  It is the Word 
of God, and it’s getting to the point where the message of living a crucified life hurts, so 
people leave in search of country club status. 
 
The country club status: You don’t need to live a crucified life.  We will never tell you 
about sin.  We won’t mention the need for redemption.  We definitely won’t tell you about 
the crucified Jesus.  In fact, we won’t mention anything about Jesus at all.  We will read 
from a Bible that denies the deity of Christ.  We will teach you how to live a happy 
prosperous life. 
 
The old time gospel is out the door, the new seeker friendly gospel has taken its place. 
 
Isn’t it interesting that the very first warning that Jesus gives us in Matthew 24 is not to 
be deceived?  In this chapter, Jesus tells us a total of 4 times that deception will be 
rampant in the last days. 
 
Everything else gets mentioned once. 
 
In Second Thessalonians 2:3 (KJV) the Apostle Paul wrote: Let no man deceive you by 
any means; for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. 
 
What a warning.   
 
Let no man deceive you by any means… 
 
Deception is nothing new.  From Genesis 3 where the serpent tempted Eve, “Yea hath 
God said.”  This has gone on until now.  That is why there is such an attack on the King 
James Bible.  That is why the fundamentalists are under attack.  That is why Christ has 
been removed from most of the teachings of the church.  All because Satan has said, 
“Yea hath God said.” 
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Here again, we have yet another great deception on our hands that will no doubt sweep 
many into believing a great lie. 
 
James Cameron, the famous filmmaker of “Titanic”, is producing a film that is based on a 
lie. 
 
Reports are telling us that he and his team have found the bones of Jesus. 
 
So apparently, there was no resurrection. If there was no resurrection then there is no 
forgiveness of sin, and if there is no forgiveness of sin then what? 
 
No resurrection.  Isn’t it interesting that this is coming to light at the beginning of the 
Easter season? 
 
After all, if there is no resurrection, why celebrate it? 
 
In Matthew 28:5-7 (KJV) we read: And the angel answered and said unto the women, 
Fear not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  He is not here; for He is 
risen, as he said.  Come, see the place where the Lord lay.  And go quickly, and tell his 
disciples that he is risen from the dead, and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; 
there shall ye see him; lo, I have told you. 
 
Three very important things took place in this passage.  

1. Jesus wasn’t there. 
2. The place was empty 
3. He goeth before you into Galilee 

 
How can a dead man do these things?  How can a dead man show himself to Thomas 
and have him touch his hands and his feet?  How can a dead man appear to Saul of 
Tarsus saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  Dead men don’t talk. 
 
The Bible goes on too tell us that for 40 days after the resurrection he talked to many 
people, over 500 at one time. 
 
 
In order to discredit this whole thing, Satan came up with a monstrous lie that has been 
swallowed hook, line and sinker. 
 
Jesus came in the flesh.  You can’t deny that.  But we can go after the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 
The point is, if Jesus didn’t really die and he was just another man who got married and 
had kids, then we have no hope. 
 
HOWEVER, as much as they would like to change and lie about history, it can’t be 
changed.  There are too many people who were there to see Jesus to dispute it. 
 
While the world continues to do it’s best to discredit Jesus, it does only one thing. 
 
It gives me great hope as we contend for the faith. 
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Why? 
 
Luke 21:28 (KJV) says: And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift your heads; for your redemption draws near. 
 
I don’t know how to break this to you but Jesus is coming back.  Not as a dead person 
but as the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.   
 
There are many Christian out there who will take part in this lie and not even look into 
the Bible to see what it says.  They will believe the lie. 
 
The world just looks on and laughs.  “I told you it wasn’t real.” 
 
One day soon, the Bible tells us that we will all look upon the one whom we have 
pierced.  We are all going to see him. 
 
The question before you is this.  We are all going to stand before Jesus.  It’s an absolute 
that we can’t change.  Philippians 2:10 (KJV) states: That at the name of Jesus EVERY 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
(emphases mine) 
 
When you stand before Him, will Jesus be your savior or will He be your judge?  That is 
a question only you can answer.  That is a choice you have to make. 
 
I am going to tell you right now that going to church isn’t going to get you to heaven.  I 
am going to tell you that doing good works isn’t going to get you into heaven. 
 
Jesus told us in John 14:6 (KJV): Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father but by me. 
 
In the twinkling of an eye (11/100ths of a second), the trumpet will sound and Jesus will 
call us out of the earth.   
 
Millions of people will be left and wonder, “Where did everyone go?”  Those who claim to 
be believers will know that Jesus came and they were left behind. 
 
Will that be you?  Why take the chance?  If you are left behind and survive, you will have 
to face the most horrific hell on earth that you have ever seen. 
 
Will it be worth it? 
 
Right now, Jesus who is ALIVE and well is calling out.  Will you answer his call?   
 
Romans 10:9-11 (KJV): That if thou shalt confess with they mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed. 
 

Page 26 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 



Regardless of the deception that is being portrayed, Jesus is alive and well.  He is sitting 
at the right hand of the Father and at any moment… within your next breath, Jesus could 
call us home. 
 
Will you be going with us? 
 
Or will you take the bait and believe the lie that Jesus was an ordinary man who was 
married, had a kid and his bones were found in a tomb. 
 
What will you do with Jesus? 
  

___________________ 
 
Biography – Troy Koehne 
 
Troy and Linda Koehne are the executive directors of Troy Koehne Ministries.  Through 
their website, www.troykoehne.com they bring the gospel message through Bible 
prophecy and help the believers grow in Christ.  They send out a daily newsletter 
featuring a hard hitting devotion, the daily news from around the world, and commentary 
that makes you stop and think.  For more information write send an E-mail to 
troykoehne@gmail.com   
 
Linda is a full time stay at home mom looking after 6 kids.  Troy works full time and is an 
author of the book, “Death of a Martyr.”  Look for it on the website.   
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Do you want to know who is really buried in the tomb 
that some claim hold the bodies of Jesus Christ and His 
family?  Then read this....... 
 
A Short Biography of Caiaphas- 
The High Priest Who Condemned 
Jesus to Death 
By Barbara Henderson 
 
Caiaphas was dying, but he was not afraid to go to meet his 
maker with his record of public service and good deeds.  In 
fact, Caiaphas was tired of being sick and old.  He recalled 

the days past when he was the youngest at everything he did.  He was certainly the 
youngest to become high priest.  And he was certain that God would judge him 
mercifully and give him great rewards for the things he had accomplished in the name of 
God as high priest.   
 
Caiaphas mentally listed his accomplishments.  The Sanhedrin still ruled over the Jews.  
The Sanhedrin was still the liaison between the Roman governor of Judea and the Jews.  
The Sanhedrin still controlled the temple and collected the offerings of the people.  
Caiaphas had strengthened the status of the oral traditions replacing the torah.   
 
Caiaphas thought if only he had been able to better deal with the problem of Jesus 
Christ and those who followed that son of a carpenter - if indeed he was the son of a 
carpenter - it was more likely that his father was just an unknown vagrant passing 
through the land.  At any rate - Jesus had created a problem - but Caiaphas had dealt 
with it decisively and quite effectively.  
 
Caiaphas always wondered why Jesus had not chosen a majestic name instead of a 
name as common as dirt.  Every third or fourth common Jew was called ‘Jesus’.  Even 
more of the women were called ‘Mary’.  In fact - all the people who followed Jesus were 
just common people with common names.  Well except for a few rulers of the Jews like 
Nicodemus who had followed Jesus out of jealousy against Caiaphas.  And look where 
they were now - vanished into obscurity - probably executed along with most of the other 
followers of the dead carpenter. 
 
Caiaphas remembered the problems Jesus had caused.   
 
First Jesus had that wild man - John the Baptist  - speak up for him in the wilderness - 
and gained credibility there.  But Caiaphas had effectively dealt with that situation by 
‘encouraging’ the king to solve the problem for him.  He didn’t recall the details of how it 
happened - but he remembered the end results.  John the Baptist had his head cut off 
and taken to the king on a silver platter.   
 
Then Jesus rose up to take John’s place.  And the crowds who followed Jesus grew.  
They gave money to support the ministry of Jesus that should have gone to the temple.  
Caiaphas should have been in charge of all that money.  There were accusations that he 
didn’t distribute to the poor as Jesus did - but that was from ignorant Jews who didn’t 
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understand the expense of running the Jewish government and maintaining a good 
relationship with the Roman government.  In getting rid of Jesus - Caiaphas had restored 
the Temple revenue. 
 
Jesus stirred the people to rebellion against Rome.  Caiaphas knew that any open 
rebellion against Rome would lead to a slaughter of the Jews.  He knew it was much 
better for one man like Jesus to die for the people than for many to die because of the 
radical teachings of one man.  It had not been that hard to ‘arrange’ the death of Jesus. 
 
Sadly, with the death of Jesus - the real problems started.  Caiaphas knew that Jesus 
had threatened to rise again in three days if he was killed.  Caiaphas knew that wasn’t 
going to happen.  After something as gruesome as a crucifixion, the corpse was 
sometimes so destroyed that it sometimes came off the cross in pieces.  Still, he didn’t 
put it past the disciples to steal the body of Jesus and tell the multitudes that Jesus really 
did rise again.  So Caiaphas set a seal at the tomb of Jesus, and guards.  He should 
have known that the guards were greedy fools.  They probably helped the disciples steal 
the body of Jesus.  Then they came to him for help - not wanting to be condemned by 
Rome for their deeds.  They told Caiaphas the ridiculous story that Jesus had indeed 
risen from the dead.  Of course he didn’t believe it to start with - and he certainly didn’t 
believe it after they asked for money to leave the country.  Never the less - Caiaphas 
paid them well to tell the leaders of the Jews that the body of Jesus had been stolen.  
Then he paid them well again to leave the country. 
 
Caiaphas knew that should have been the end of it, but the rumors just refused to die. 
Fortunately, Caiaphas had not panicked like some of the other Jewish leaders.  He had 
given the matter much thought and decided that the solution was to ‘find’ the body of 
Jesus.  He also knew that there was no way of telling one crucified body from another 
one.  So Caiaphas began ‘collecting’ the bodies of the crucified.  Not all of them of 
course.  That would have been too obvious.  He had the bodies buried around 
Jerusalem in different locations.  The tombs were marked ‘Jesus’, or ‘Jesus - son of 
Joseph’, or ‘Jesus, son of Mary’.  And his personal favorite burials included a woman 
and child.  Caiaphas had those tombs marked “Jesus, husband of Mary’.   He actually 
began to enjoy seeking ‘appropriate’ bodies to be buried as the family of Jesus.  All the 
tombs contained a crucified criminal, and usually at least one other pauper. 
 
Some of the tombs set up by Caiaphas were already discovered.  Some people believed 
the bodies were truly those of Jesus and his family.  Many tombs were as yet 
undiscovered.  Caiaphas often thought of the undiscovered tombs with glee.  He thought 
of them as his personal gift to the future.  Whenever the rest of the tombs were 
discovered, they would sow seeds of doubt about Jesus at the very least.  Caiaphas was 
still in disbelief that such a ridiculous idea had ever gained even one follower. 
 
Caiaphas knew that the Hebrew prophets had foretold the coming of a savior - but of 
course that savior would be a King - not a poor carpenter.  He laughed at the foolish 
things that people would believe. Caiaphas had thanked God weekly in public that he 
had the high level of intelligence that he had.  He also thanked God that God had given 
the Jews such a great High Priest as himself.  It had been a sacrifice on his part though; 
he was always thinking of what would make the priests stronger as leaders, and how to 
enhance revenue in the temple.  But he had done a good job.  Caiaphas was certain 
God would be pleased with him.   
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Caiaphas spent his final moments making more mental notes of his accomplishments.  
He wanted to be able to remind God of all the details in case God had forgotten 
something.  His final thoughts were, ‘I really am as great as Moses - he only delivered 
the slaves from Egypt.  I delivered them from one who would have brought the wrath of 
Rome down on all of us.  I saved the Jews.  What reward in heaven is great enough for 
me?’   
 
Then, the appointed time for Caiaphas to die came, and after this - his judgment. (For it 
is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment.  Hebrews 9:27) 
 
------------------------ 
 
Now - what does this story have in common with the story that the body of Jesus was 
recently located in a tomb?   
  

• They are both fiction with a tiny element of truth.   
 

• The truth in my story is that Caiaphas was the high priest who condemned Jesus.  
 

• The rest of the story is entirely made up by my over active imagination.  
 

• The truth in the ‘body of Jesus’ story is that they discovered bodies in tomb.   
 
If someone wants to take a fictional story and change it to truth, the next step is to make 
a docudrama. All that is required for a docudrama is one shred of evidence - and even 
made up evidence will do.  In my story, the element of truth is the name of the High 
Priest - Caiaphas.  In the tomb of Jesus story - the element of truth is they found a tomb 
where someone is buried who might have been named Jesus.  Forget that no one could 
possibly determine who the people buried there actually were.   
 
A successful docudrama must have a cast of experts who believe what the docudrama 
is trying to prove.  In other words - the experts involved must be willing to ‘testify’ on film 
that they believe the evidence which they are presenting in the docudrama is true - and 
that it proves the point in question.  The ‘experts’ must say what the itching ears of the 
docudrama director want to hear.  
 
Then the docudrama is presented as a real piece of credible evidence to prove or 
disprove something.  This allows the viewing audience to hear what their itching ears 
want to hear.  In a very short amount of time, something that is really without proof can 
become a mainstream idea that is discussed openly throughout the academic, political, 
social, scientific, and religious worlds.  The more something is talked about, the more 
credible it becomes.  After all, the ‘great minds’ of our time wouldn’t spend their valuable 
time discussing something that is utterly ridiculous - and has been disproved for over 
2000 years would they?  Or would they?  They would if the answer to the subject in 
question is what their own itching ears want to hear. 
 
There are no words of truthful persuasion for people who are looking for lies to fill the 
void in their lives caused by the absence of God in their lives.  Instead of telling them 
why they are wrong in believing cunningly devised fables, tell them why you believe that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 
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Our defense of the faith begins in Genesis 1:1.  ‘In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.’  I believe this because I believe ‘design proves a designer’.  
What foolish man or woman would deny that anything man-made has a designer and 
builder?  How can they deny that the heavens and earth are without a designer and 
builder?  Those who deny this are just hearing what their itching ears want to hear.  
They are willingly ignorant. 
 
For those who believe Genesis 1:1, the story of Jesus is simply God’s truth revealed to 
man-kind.  The God who created everything would have no problem in getting the truth 
written down in His book - the Bible.  He would have no problem in causing a pregnancy 
without an earthly father.  He would have no trouble in rising from the dead.  In fact - I 
always thought the real problem would have been in ‘how did Jesus die?”.  I mean - how 
could the God of creation die?  Jesus answered my question.  He said, ‘Therefore doth 
my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh 
it from me, but I lay it down myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again.  This commandment Have I received of my Father.’ (John 10:17-18) 
 
I believe that it is good to tell people why we believe the Bible.  Tell them, ‘Design proves 
a designer.  God reveals Himself as the designer in the first verse of the Bible.’ 
 
I believe it is good to tell people that our God is so powerful He spoke the world into 
place - and made the first man and woman out of dirt.  Tell them, ‘The same God who 
created the first man and woman out of dirt would not have a problem creating a baby 
without an earthly father.  The virgin birth was not hard for God.’ 
 
Tell people, ‘The Creator of Life certainly has power over death.  He had power to rise 
again - especially since Jesus laid down His life in the first place.’   
 
If they ask you why didn’t Jesus save Himself from such a cruel death, tell them Jesus 
said, ‘To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth.’ (John 18:37) 
 
I saw a news flash about the story of the tomb of Jesus and his family.  James Cameron 
- the man behind the story is delusional - believing his ‘discovery’ will sink Christianity 
like the iceberg sank the Titanic. (Cameron was the director of the movie ‘Titanic’)  It 
appears this man is currently headed for perdition.  What would you say to this man if 
you suddenly saw him face to face?   
 
In Ezekiel 33:11 God says, “Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live’. 
 
God does not want even this man to die in his sins.  John 5:20 says, ‘Let him know that 
he which converteth the sinner from the error of his ways shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 
 
James Cameron - the Oscar winning director of “Titanic” says that despite attacks by 
archaeologists and theologians, that statistical tests and DNA analysis backed up his 
theory.  He goes on to say, “It is time for the debate to begin!” 
 
I say he is right - but instead of debating about exactly ‘who’ is in the tomb he is 
talking about - let us debate the truth of who isn’t in the tomb where Jesus spent 
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three days.  The many infallible proofs of the truth of the life, death, and 
resurrection are available to anyone who is actually seeking the truth.   
 
And don’t spend valuable time fretting about the evil actions of James Cameron.  Instead 
- follow the instructions in Psalms 37:1-2.  “Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither 
be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.  For they shall soon be cut down like the 
grass, and wither as the green herb.’ 

 

Biography – Barbara Henderson 

Barbara is an author, journalist and Grandmother. She resides in Olympia Washington 
where she writes a weekly article for Prophezine as well as maintaining a segment on 
PZ Radio called PZ News Bytes. Barbara enjoys the simple pleasures in life as well as 
photography. She is married to her wonderful husband Jerry.  
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The Lost Tomb of Jesus 
By Chuck Missler  

This Sunday the Discovery Channel will debut a made-for-TV 
documentary titled "The Lost Tomb of Jesus." Filmmakers claim 
that a tomb in the Talpiot neighborhood of Jerusalem is the final 
resting place of Jesus of Nazareth and several members of his 
family. Not only does the documentary seek to undermine the deity 
of Christ, it attempts to substantiate the Magdalene Heresy made 
popular by Dan Brown's book The DaVinci Code.  

 
The Talpiot tomb was originally discovered in 1980. It is a large tomb that contained ten 
ossuaries (an ossuary is a chest that holds skeletal remains). Archaeologists say there is 
nothing extraordinary about the tomb, but filmmakers believe they have made a 
discovery that will shake the very foundations of Christianity. They believe the tomb 
contained the remains of Jesus of Nazareth, as well as his mother Mary, his father 
Joseph, and other family members. They also speculate that one of the ossuaries found 
in the tomb contains the remains of Mary Magdalene. According to the filmmakers, their 
"discovery" supports claims that Jesus and Mary Magdalene where married and may 
have had children. 
 
A Fraud of Titanic Proportions 
 
The writer, producer, and director of the Discovery Channel documentary is Simcha 
Jacobovici and its executive producer is James Cameron, the man who brought us the 
film Titanic. Jacobovici was the driving force behind the documentary, however he is not 
an archaeologist and his speculations leave many questions unanswered. In fact, most 
of the scholars who have reviewed his claims - even those who are not Christians - have 
raised objections to the validity of his assertions. Jacobovici lays out an impressive array 
of data, including the results of DNA-testing and statistical analysis. However, while 
Jacobovici does a good job of selling his speculations, he can't actually prove any of 
them. Scientists and scholars around the world have been quick to point out the many 
holes in his theory.  
 
When the Talpiot tomb was originally excavated more than 26 years ago, the ossuaries 
were taken to the Rockefeller Archaeological Museum outside the Old City of Jerusalem. 
Joe Zias, who was the curator for anthropology and archeology at the museum from 
1972 to 1997, personally numbered the Talpiot ossuaries. Zias has criticized on the 
Discovery Channel documentary saying, "Projects like these make a mockery of the 
archeological profession." He further stated that the show's producers have "no 
credibility whatsoever." 
 
What's in a Name? 
 
Of the ten ossuaries found in the tomb, six of them had inscriptions. Although in some 
cases, the "inscriptions" appear to be little more than crudely scratched names. The 
names archeologists found carved on ossuaries in the Talpiot tomb were: Jesus son of 
Joseph, Maria, Mariamene, Matthew, Judas son of Jesus, and Jose (a diminutive of 
Joseph). Producers of the documentary believe that Mariamene (or Mary) is in fact Mary 
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Magdalene. However there is no evidence directly connecting Mary Magdalene to the 
Mary in the tomb. Furthermore, scholars are quick to point out that these were all very 
common names. The name Mary is one of the most common of all ancient Jewish 
female names. In fact, during the first century, nearly 25 percent of women in Jerusalem, 
for example, were called Miriam or some derivative of that name. Even the name 
"Jesus" was a popular name in the first century; it has been discovered in at least 98 
other tombs and on 21 other ossuaries.  
 
The Gnostic Gospels 
 
Much like DaVinci Code author Dan Brown, the documentary's producers relied heavily 
upon the so-called "Gnostic gospels" to support their conjectures concerning Jesus and 
Mary Magdalene (in particular the Gospel of Phillip). Scholars widely agree that none of 
the Gnostic gospels contain historically reliable information about the life of Jesus and 
that all were likely written in the second century or later - in contrast to the 
contemporaneous eyewitness accounts in the New Testament. The Gnostic gospels are 
not really "gospels" at all, but rather they are filled with unverifiable claims and were 
written under false pseudonyms in an attempt to gain legitimacy (i.e. the "Gospel of 
Philip" was not written by Philip, nor was it even written during his lifetime). These 
documents emerged during the centuries following the ministries of the Apostles and 
were universally rejected by the early church. The Gnostic gospels include The Gospel 
of Judas, The Gospel of Thomas, The Gospel of Philip, The Gospel of Mary, The Gospel 
of Truth, and about four dozen others. 
 
The Ossuary of James 
 
In addition to his other claims, Jacobovici believes that the now-infamous ossuary of 
James is authentic and that it may have come from the Talpiot tomb. (In 2003, the Israeli 
Antiquities Authority declared that the inscriptions on the James ossuary were modern 
forgeries. To this day, the ossuary's province of origin remains unknown. The collector 
who owned the ossuary has since been convicted of forging various other ancient 
artifacts.) According to Newsweek, the technique Jacobovici uses to "prove" the match 
between the James ossuary and the Talpiot tomb is a technology he calls "patina 
fingerprinting," which was essentially invented for the purposes of the film. 
 
The Truth of the Matter 
 
Amos Kloner is the archaeologist who oversaw the work at the tomb in 1980 and who 
authored the official report on the dig. He says the burial cave is not extraordinary. "It's a 
typical Jewish burial cave of a large size. The names on the ossuaries are very common 
names or derivatives of names. There is no likelihood that Jesus and his relatives had a 
family tomb. They were a Galilee family with no ties in Jerusalem. The Talpiot tomb 
belonged to a middle-class family from the first century CE." Recently he told The 
Jerusalem Post that, "It makes a great story for a TV film. But it's impossible. It's 
nonsense." 
 
The conjectures presented in "The Lost Tomb of Jesus" are filled with holes. According 
Amos Kloner's report the tomb was disturbed in ancient times, and vandalized. Some of 
the biggest questions that remain unanswered relate to this early break-in: who 
vandalized the cave, when, what did they do there and why? Also, it is highly unlikely 
that Joseph, who died in Galilee, was buried in Jerusalem (he would have most likely 
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been buried in Nazareth or Bethlehem). The Talipot tomb and ossuaries also clearly 
belonged to a rich family. Why would Jesus' family have a tomb outside of Jerusalem if 
they were from Nazareth? Why would they have a tomb if they were poor? More 
importantly, there is no DNA evidence to suggest that the remains in the Talipot tomb 
are that of the historical Jesus of Nazareth. There is also no historical evidence that 
Jesus was ever married or had a child. Nor can the filmmakers refute historical evidence 
of Jesus' resurrection. Even the Roman centurions who were given the task of guarding 
the Jesus' tomb acknowledged that it was empty. After which, Jesus appeared in the 
flesh before hundreds of witnesses. 
 
Ben Witherington, a professor at Asbury Theological Seminary, commented on the 
documentary saying, "Unfortunately, this is a story full of holes, conjectures and 
problems. It will make good TV and involves a bad critical reading of history. Basically, 
this is old news with a new interpretation. We have known about this tomb since it was 
discovered in 1980. There are all sorts of reasons to see this as much ado about 
nothing."  
 
While the Discovery Channel documentary may not be true, it does indeed make for 
good television. Even more unfortunate, it makes for convincing television. No doubt 
many who see it will be deceived. In times like these, when we find ourselves amidst an 
ever-increasing barrage of conflicting information, it is important to rely on God's Word 
for guidance and to remember that grace and truth come by Jesus Christ.  

 
Biography – Chuck Missler 

Missler was born and raised in Southern California. He graduated from the United States 
Naval Academy and following graduation spent time in the United States Air Force 
completing flight training and becoming Branch Chief of the Department of Guided 
Missiles. 

After his military service, he moved into the private sector of business and technology, 
holding positions with several large companies including TRW (a large aerospace firm), 
Ford Motor Company, and Automatic Data Processing. He has also served as a senior 
analyst with a non-profit think tank where he conducted projects for the intelligence 
community and the Department of Defense. During this time he completed a Master's 
degree at the University of California Los Angeles in engineering. 

He started the Koinonia House ministry in 1973 and in 1999, Chuck Missler received his 
Ph.D. from Louisiana Baptist University. 

He lectures at various churches and events and has been a keynote speaker at the 
"Steeling the Mind Bible Conferences". He and his family have since moved to Idaho 
where Missler serves in his conservative, literal Christian theological ministry. 

Visit Chuck’s site at http://www.khouse.org  
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They Found The Casket of Jesus - 45 
Pithy Comebacks 
By Todd Friel 
  

1. Explain to me why a poor family from Bethlehem 
would be buried in a middle class grave in Jerusalem. 

2. Mary, Jesus and Joseph were the most popular 
names in Israel at this time.  That is why the Jewish 
archaeologists who first discovered these caskets in 
1980 NEVER claimed these belonged to the family of 
Jesus.  The odds are too preposterous. 

3. Israeli archaeologist Joel Rosenberg believes this 
new film is nonsense. 

4. So does Jewish archaeologist Amos Kloner. 
5. There is no credible evidence that Jesus was ever married.  The only possible 

reference to Jesus being married is in a 14th century manuscript (Acts of Phillip) 
that nobody deems credible. 

6. There is no evidence that Jesus had children. 
7. They claim they have proof that Jesus had a baby.  We can’t even determine the 

father of Anna Nicole Smith’s baby. (Jay Leno) 
8. As there is no credible evidence that Jesus was married with children, this 

discovery does not prove that Jesus was married; it proves that these caskets 
don’t belong to Jesus.  If Jesus was not married to Mary, this whole theory 
collapses. 

9. If Jesus had a wife and children, wouldn’t Jesus have told John to only take care 
of His mother when He was on the cross? 

10. Jesus son of Joseph is hardly legible. 
11. Professor Stephen Pfann in Jerusalem believes the name “Jesus” should actually 

be interpreted “Hanun.” 
12.  For such an esteemed Rabbi, the family sure did a sloppy job of inscribing His 

name on the casket. 
13. Jesus is never referred to as “The son of Joseph” in early Christian witness.  That 

is the inscription on the casket. 
14. If you were going to hide a casket, would you put it in Jerusalem and label it 

“Jesus”? 
15. Why did they only test the DNA of the Jesus and Miriamne casket and not the 

caskets of the others? Because if they discovered that the DNA didn’t match, 
their story would crumble.    

16. The scientist who did the limited DNA testing said, “Don’t be deceived by the 
media.  This type of DNA testing cannot test every relationship.” 

17. There is no DNA baseline available to prove this was the burial box of Jesus. 
18. Miriamne e Mara is not legible, they are speculating. 
19. Miriamne e Mara is almost certainly interpreted wrong.  “Mara” is probably a 

contraction of Martha and is probably a second name. 
20.  Miriamne is NOT Mary Magdalene.  Mary Magdalene is not written on the 

casket.   
21.  Is the Yose (Joseph) married to Maria?  Who knows? 
22.  Is Jesus married to Miriamne? Who knows? 
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23. The name Miriamne is not found in any credible text.  Not one.  The only time 
that we can find the name Miriamne is in reference to Herod’s wife, Miriamne. 

24. Matya (they claim that is Matthew) is found on one of the caskets.  If this is 
Matthew, why would Jesus’ disciple be buried with him?   

25. There is no evidence that Jesus had a brother named Matthew. 
26.  Defenders claim that if Joseph and Mary had more children than what the Bible 

lists, “The name Matthew is consistent with the type of name that Mary and 
Joseph might have named one of their children.” That is not a credible argument. 

27. They simply left Matthew out of the picture to make the statistical analysis look 
better. 

28.  They are doing their statistics backwards.  They start with the presupposition 
that this is Jesus tomb and then try to determine the odds.  You can’t do that. 

29.  If we found a gravesite today with the names John and David, John’s son (the 
equivalent to Jesus and Joseph) could we conclude which John this was?  How 
many John’s have had a wife named Mary and a child name David in the last two 
centuries?  Then if you knew that David was unmarried and from Los Angeles, 
but the tomb was found in New York, would you feel confident you had identified 
the right David?  

30.  Joseph’s tomb is missing.  Why? 
31.  Jesus’ half-brother Jude is missing.  Why? 
32.  Jesus’ half brother Simon is missing. Why? 
33.  Jesus sisters may be missing.  Why? 
34.  If Jesus was buried and didn’t rise from the dead, why did Jesus’ half brother, 

James, die preaching that Jesus rose from the dead? 
35.  Ditto for Jude. 
36.  How could the family have kept this a secret from the early church? 
37.  Wouldn’t the Romans been able to find this casket and end the dispute? 
38.  Wouldn’t the Jews happily dug up this casket to put an end to this new Jewish 

cult named Christianity? 
39. Trying to resolve whose caskets these are is like trying to figure who put the first 

dagger in Julius Caesar.  
40. While science and CSI techniques can be helpful, we don’t have a time machine 

to take us back to the first century. 
41. Eisegesis is when you form a conclusion and then go find the evidence for your 

theory.  That is what they have done here. 
42. There are a thousand scenarios to explain this.  To assign ownership to Jesus is 

simply not reasonable.   
43. We have films and eyewitnesses of the JFK assassination and we still can’t 

figure out who killed him. 
44.  If this were a civil case, it would be laughed out of court. 
45. Wow! You trust this film more than the Bible? Now that’s faith.  The Bible is a 

more reliable source of information than this circus of evidence.   
  
Sources: Dr. Albert Mohler (www.albertmohler.com)  Dr. James White (www.aomin.org ), Dennis Ingolfsland  
(www.reclinercommentaries.com) 
Nathan Busenitz (http://faithandpractice.blogspot.com/) 
 
Biography - Todd Friel 
 
Todd is a national radio talk show host on Way of The Master Radio. You can check out 
his site at http://www.wayofthemasterradio.com 
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How Many Witnesses? 
By Pat Keleman 
 
How many witnesses does it take to convince someone in a 
matter? How many witnesses does it take to convince 
someone in a court of law? Recently we watched court 
proceedings on live television of the probate hearings on 
where Anna Nicole Smith was to be buried. We all watched a 
parade of witnesses testify.  How many witnesses did it take 
to convince most people that she wanted to be buried in the 
Bahamas?  What does the Bible say about how many 
witnesses it takes to confirm something?  

 
Deuteronomy 19:15   at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the 
mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be 

established.(KJV) 
 

Every day there is a new attack on the Christian faith. The latest attack on the Christian 
faith is on the Resurrection. The Resurrection is the very bedrock foundation of the 
Christian faith. The importance of the resurrection is shown by a section in 1 Corinthians 
by the Apostle Paul. 
 
 1 Corinthians 15:14,17,18    And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
 Vain, and your faith is also vain. … And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; 
 Ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are  
 Perished (KJV) 
 
Paul perfectly expresses the consequences for all of us if Jesus Christ was not raised 
from the dead. If Christ were not resurrected then our faith would be vain which 
according to the Louw-Nida Lexicon means pertaining to totally without purpose. We 
would also be in our sins. We would not be forgiven. In fact without the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, there would be no forgiveness.  Those who have fallen asleep or died 
would be perished or in plain language, they would be in hell. Without the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, we all would be looking at a very bleak future after death. 
 
There are many witnesses to the resurrection in the Bible. Jesus, himself said that He 
would be resurrected. He predicted His resurrection many times. One reason that He 
emphasized His resurrection is that His resurrection would be one of the signs that 
showed that He was the Messiah. 
 

Matt 20:18,19   Behold, we go up to Jerusalem: and the Son of Man shall be 
betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him 
to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, to scourge, and to crucify 
him: and the third day he shall rise again.(KJV) 
 
 
Mark 10:32-34   And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus 
went before them: and they were amazed: and as they followed, they were 
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afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should 
happen unto him, saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man  
Shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall  
Condemn him to death, and deliver him unto the Gentiles: And they shall mock 
Him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill upon him: and 
the third day he shall rise again. (KJV) 

  
In addition to these two references, Jesus also predicts his resurrection in the following 
places:  Matt 17:9, Matt 17:22,23, Matt 16:21, Mark 8:31, Mark 9:31 and Luke 9:22.  
 
Jesus appeared to his disciples and others after his resurrection. In John 20:1-18, Mary 
Magdalene goes to the grave while it was still dark. She finds the tomb empty. After this she 
runs to find Peter and John. Peter and John enter the tomb and find the grave clothes lying 
in the tomb. They leave and go to their homes. Mary stays at the tomb crying.  She sees a 
man that she thinks is the gardener but is really Jesus. She asks him where they have put 
the body of Jesus. Jesus speaks to her and then she recognizes him. Later (Matt 28:1-11) 
as it began the day began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the tomb. 
They see 2 angels at the tomb. The angels tell them that Jesus has risen and also tells them 
to go tell the disciples. As they leave to go tell the disciples, the meet Jesus.  Jesus greets 
them and tells them to go tell the disciples. Then later (John 20:19-24) Jesus appears to the 
disciples. This time Thomas is not with them.  And after that (John 20:26-29) Jesus appears 
to the disciples including Thomas. Some time later (John 21:1-23) 7 of the disciples decide 
to go fishing. They fished all night without catching anything. As morning approached, they 
come towards shore and see Jesus, although they did not recognize him. After coming to 
shore, they have breakfast with the Lord Jesus and he has a discussion with them. The 
Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:6, states that Jesus appeared to a multitude of 500 people 
all at the same time.  Then Jesus appeared to the disciples at his ascension into heaven. 
Paul sees the Lord at his salvation on the road to Damascus which is recorded in Acts 9:3-6. 
 
How many witnesses were there that saw the risen Lord Jesus? Were there more witnesses 
than those that are attacking the resurrection? What kind of witnesses do they have? They 
have names on coffins. They also have some bones. How many people in the New 
Testament times had the names of Mary, Joseph and Jesus? In fact the names Mary, 
Joseph and Jesus were popular names at that time. The names on the coffins could refer to 
anybody. There is no proof that the names on the coffins refer the Lord Jesus and his family. 
What else do they have? They say they have DNA. What are they comparing their DNA 
samples to? They do not have any DNA samples from the Lord Jesus. So what could they 
compare it to? They most they can do is compare the DNA of all the people they have found 
and compare it to see if any of them are related. They can in no way prove beyond a doubt 
that they have the bones of the Lord Jesus and his family. There are no DNA samples of the 
Lord Jesus, Mary and Joseph. So how many witnesses do they really have?  Some may say 
that the Bible itself is just one witness. That is incorrect. The Bible is 66 books, written by 
different authors. So The Bible is actually different books, combined together to form The 
Bible.  
 
You may wonder if there are any witnesses outside of the Bible.  In fact there are. Ignatius 
(35AD – between 98 & 117AD) was a companion of the apostles and also knew Polycarp. 
He was the Bishop of Smyrna. In his Epistle to the Ephesians Chapter XI Exhortations to 
Fear God, Ignatius talks about Jesus resurrection.  Clement of Rome (30AD – 100AD) was 
a Gentile and a Roman. He was Bishop of Rome and seems to have been at Philippi with 
the Apostle Paul. Clement writes about the resurrection in his First Epistle of Clement to the 
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Corinthians Chapter XXIV. Polycarp (65AD -100AD -155AD) was a student of the Apostle 
John. He was Bishop of Smyrna. Polycarp talks about the resurrection in his First Epistle of 
Polycarp to the Philippians in Chapter I Praise of the Philippians and Chapter II An 
Exhortation to Virtue. Justin Martyr (110AD -165AD) was an early Christian apologist. He 
talks about the resurrection in Fragments of the Lost Work of Justin Martyr on the 
Resurrection.  
 
Flavius Josephus (37AD – 101AD) was a first century Jewish Historian. He wrote historical 
texts The Antiquities of the Jews, The Jewish War, Life, and Against Apion. He knew the 
Roman Emperor Vespasian and also Titus. Josephus in Antiquities 18.3.3.63 writes of the 
resurrection of Jesus.  
 

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for 
he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with 
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He 
was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, 
had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake 
him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had 
foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe 
of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day. 

 
So How many witnesses does it take to confirm a matter? What really matters is what you 
are going to do with Jesus.  Let me ask you this question? What are you going to do with 
Jesus? Your answer to this question will determine what happens in eternity. Jesus lived a 
perfectly sinless life. He came to this earth for one reason. He came to pay the penalty for 
my sin and yours. He did this by dying on a cross. After he died on the cross, the most 
momentous event in human history happened. Jesus Christ rose from the dead. By rising 
from the dead, Jesus conquered sin and death.  The penalty for sin was paid. Now let me 
ask you again, what are you going to do with Jesus? By believing in Jesus as your savior, 
the penalty for your sin will be marked paid in full. Some may say I don’t know how to 
believe. Let me give you an illustration first used by the great preacher C.H. Spurgeon. Let’s 
say for example I have a watch. I want to give you this watch as a gift. So I have the watch 
in my hand and I reach out my hand to you. What would you do? Would you reach your 
hand out and take it?  That’s all you have to do. Reach out and take Jesus for your own 
savior. He’s right there waiting for you. Just reach out. Take Him.  
 

 
 
Biography - Pat Keleman 
 
Pat was born and raised in the State of Nebraska. She attended a Lutheran Church and 
school as a child and teenager. After she became married, the Lord Jesus found her and 
saved her, in 1987. Pat has been reading and studying the Word of God ever since. Pat 
now lives in Galveston, TX. She works in a petrochemical refinery as a Laboratory 
Analyst.   Pat sings and plays guitar. She also has 3 copyrights for songs that she has 
written.  
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The Lost Tomb of Jesus Film is 
Heresy! 
By Stephen Yulish PhD 
  
The Bible says that “the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing” (1Cor.1:18). James Cameron (who 
directed The Titanic movie) along with Simcha 
Jacobovici, director of his new documentary film, Lost 
Tomb of Jesus, really don’t want the truth. They just want 
secret “knowledge” or gnosis (1Tim.6:20-21). They want 
knowledge that Jesus was not God (1John 4:2-3) and 
that He is not the only way to the Father (John 3:16). 
They want to believe in lost hidden gospels like the 
gospels of Mary and Thomas that will enable them to 
wallow in their own sins. The Bible calls that “always 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 

truth” (2 Tim.2:7). They want the same heretical gnosis that Paul warned against 2000 
years ago (1Cor.8:1). It is a secret knowledge that is prideful and false and does not 
recognize Jesus Christ as divine.   
 
If there were no resurrection and Christ did not die for our sins, then there is no hope for 
remission of sin. This is a false Christ (Matthew 24:24) not the redeemer of the gospels. 
The bottom line for Christians is what Paul wrote to the church at Corinth. “If Christ was 
not raised your faith also is in vain… it is worthless … you are still in your sins … and we 
of all men must be pitied” (1Cor.15:14, 17, 19). 
 
The Bible tells us that Christ was raised as first fruits of those asleep” (1Cor.15:20). If 
Jesus was not crucified for your sins and resurrected from the dead on the third day, 
than you are still in your sins, there is no hope of eternal life, and Christianity is 
worthless. Can you now see why I am saying that that the Lost Tomb of Jesus is 
heresy? Unlike the similar novel, The DaVinci Code, this is presented as absolute 
fact.  Again, I can see how an unbeliever would latch onto this movie as a rationalization 
for their sins, but why would a Christian? Paul wrote to the Church at Galatia “that when 
we believe, we are crucified with Christ and Christ now lives in us” (Galatians 2:20). He 
tells them that “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law because cursed is he who 
hangs on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). Thus, no crucifixion, no redemption from the curse of 
the law, no Christ living in us, no Christianity. Can you not see what Cameron is trying to 
do? His motive and purpose is to discredit Christianity altogether. 
 
The Lost Tomb of Jesus is trying to delegitimize Christianity.  They claim to have found 
stone coffins in a Jerusalem suburb which they allege to be the actual family burial crypt 
of Jesus of Nazareth along with his wife Mary Magdelene and son Judah. They have the 
names on the coffins and they claim to have the bones and the DNA to prove their case. 
I am not going to waste my time trying to refute these specious claims but there are 
thousands of people with those names buried in Jerusalem and as to the DNA that is 
just plain stupid! Even prominent Jerusalem archaeologist, Amos Kloner, calls these 
claims “impossible and nonsense!”  
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This attack of Satan is even more sinister than the novel The DaVinci Code because this 
purports to tell us the real story of Jesus from archaeological evidence. Paul warned us 
2000 years ago not to “mistake myths and lies for the truth” (2Tim.4:4). These lies and 
deceptions not only serve to keep those that are lost and perishing in their trespasses, 
but also cause believers to potentially fall into sin. 
 
If Jesus was indeed not resurrected and his bones are indeed in that coffin, then we are 
all lost and perishing and our savior is no more. But we know by faith and the true, 
eternal word of God that Cameron is wrong and Jesus came to this earth sent by the 
Father to die for our sins and that He was risen on the third day and sits at the right hand 
of the Father. Because Jesus did this, all of us who believe in Him shall not perish but 
will have eternal life (John 3:16). 
 
We should remember that as followers of a risen Christ “we are children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection”. (Luke 20:36). If Jesus was not resurrected and really 
married Mary Magdelene and had children, we all are dead in our trespasses, but I 
would not want to bet my eternal soul on it. This is why The Lost Tomb of Jesus is 
heresy, accursed, and devoted to destruction (1 Cor.16:22) and should be avoided like 
the plague. 
  

 

Biography – Stephen Yulish 
 
Stephen Yulish is a former History Professor at the University of Arizona and the 
Director of the Endowment fund of the Phoenix Jewish Federation (Pharisee) who rather 
unexpectedly met Jesus Christ through a series of visions and dreams in 1988. Currently 
disabled with MS, He spends all of his time serving the Lord by writing endtimes novels 
and articles. He lives in Flagstaff, AZ with his wife Paula. 
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A Viewers Guide to 
Understanding the Talpiot 
Tomb ‘documentary’ to be 
aired on the Discovery 
Channel 
 
By Joe E. Zias 
Head of Science and Archaeology Group at the 
Hebrew University - Jerusalem , Israel 
Deconstructing the Second and Hopefully Last 
Coming of Simcha and the BAR Crowd  

Cast of Characters- Short Bios

A.     J. Cameron, award winning film maker who for some unknown reason 
decided to make a film on the world of Biblical Archaeology- Producer 

B.     Simcha J.  Canadian film maker who produced the documentary on the 
James son of Joseph, brother of Jesus ossuary which was deemed to be a 
forgery by the Israel Antiquities Authority and other experts. The criminal trial 
is still in progress and SJ testified in Dec. 22, 2005 on behalf of the defense. 
He is producing and directing a series entitled The Naked Archaeologist’ in 
which he stars. He is not an archaeologist nor does he have any creditability 
within the profession. 

C.     The Biblical Archaeology Review crowd hereafter referred to as the BAR 
crowd. This is a collection of individuals who have been deeply involved with 
BAR, mainly textual scholars who pose from time to time, when convenient, 
as archaeologists. Several appear prominently both in the Hebrew and 
English version of the film.  

D.     The films ‘experts’ several of whom hold academic positions with proven 
track records in every field except Biblical Archaeology. Most experts 
however have no creditability within the profession. Charles Pellegrino is an 
example of this. His past books are The Ghosts of Atlantis, Ghosts of 
Vesuvius, Rtn to Sodom and Gomorrah, and Unearthing Atlantis. The first 
two deal with psychic phenomena while the last two deal with mythical 
places.  He co-authored the book as well as appears from time to time in the 
film. 

E.      Experts II,  those individuals and colleagues who appear in the film, totally 
unaware of the premise of the documentary, all of whom I have contacted are 
totally opposed to the evidence as  presented, out of context as well as edited 
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in such a way  as to give the false impression that they are in agreement with 
the film.  Seems we are more difficult to fool.  

F.      The Others- a host of individuals  and colleagues connected to the 
profession whom have not only been supportive but have supplied much of 
the information for the viewers guide. To them, I am indebted. 

  

THE FILM 

The Hype        Hyped upon the unsuspecting public as a documentary with a budget of 
over 4 million dollars (may be Canadian) produced over a period of 4 years. 

The Reality    One of the main reasons that the film took years to produce is that many 
individuals and organizations here in Israel refused to participate, as well as a boycott of 
the director for his unstinting support of the James Ossuary , believed by nearly all to 
have been forged.   

Secondly, the film is not a documentary in the strict sense of the word as many scenes 
and sets are totally reconstructed even though Cameron et al try to present it as such. 

Thirdly and perhaps more important, this is basically a re-hash of the 1996 story by Ray 
Bruce, a British film maker, somewhat re-written, to present the views of the author of 
The Jesus Dynasty who figures prominently in the film. The first version was better. This 
author, though well known for his support of the BAR position on the James Ossuary, is 
not an archaeologist in any sense of the word, which may account for many of the short 
comings in the film. Textual scholars posing as biblical archaeologists, several which 
appear in the film and on the Discovery panel discussion are one of the biggest 
problems within the profession which has, according one noted scholar, has set back 
trust and creditability in the profession, decades.  In fact, in one scene  with SJ walking 
past the ossuaries stored in the Israel Antiquities Authority  he acts as if he has suddenly 
has this epiphany, he, with absolutely no archaeological training,  suddenly discovers the 
names of what for him then becomes the Jesus Family. The truth is, that a journalist told 
him about the tomb long before.  

THE “EXPERTS” A QUESTION OF CREDITABILITY 

DNA. The DNA expert from Canada spent a few months in Israel before leaving for 
Canada a few years ago He in fact, worked with our Science and Archaeology Group @ 
the Hebrew University. According to Dr. Mark Spigelman, our DNA specialist in the 
group he received a message from the Canadian expert concerning the question of 
extracting DNA from the James Ossuary apparently at the behest of  SJ. Dr. Spigelman 
personally told him at that time that it was foolish for him to get involved for several 
reasons, not to mention that the object he wished to run a test on was believed to be a 
forgery. Secondly, the export of all biological material which is sampled and taken 
abroad must according to IL law have an export license which we knew quite well would 
never be given. Thirdly, the film which I viewed showed several ‘experts’ scraping 
material from the ossuary, under the worst possible conditions. Lastly, and here is where 
the main problem occurs, when human remains are placed in the ossuary, they have 
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been decomposed and are just skeletal material. The film tries to give the false 
impression that they were sampling human tissue which had decomposed in the ossuary 
whereas it had been long gone before the skeletal material was ever placed there. Final 
analysis- high probability that the DNA  is of anybody who came into contact with the 
ossuary the past 30 off years, including mine. To say that as one test showed male and 
one showed female and then jumping to the conclusion that they were married is totally 
absurd as most of the adult woman in the tomb would have married in, but married to 
whom? While preparing this report I found the following statement from their DNA expert 
which is revealing in that Simcha and the BAR Crowd constantly make a ‘big deal’ out of 
their so called  hard scientific evidence. Seems that their ‘expert’ may in retrospect have 
been used in a manner not to his liking. According to their DNA expert in yesterdays on 
line SciAmer, he states the following :  

“The only conclusions we made was that these two sets were not maternally 
related. To me it sounds like absolutely nothing.” ScientificAmerican.com March 
2, 07. 

Absolutely nothing, Simcha presented it a bit differently as if this was the smoking gun, 
hard science which proved their agenda!!

PATINA- This is a natural geological process which occurs over time. The forensic 
people involved in this segment have no experience whatsoever with local materials, in 
fact, one of the specialists’ forte is in automobile crashes of which I’m sure he is very 
capable. There was one Israeli involved in this, behind the scenes, who was asked to 
obtain patina samples for the show.    Sometime earlier, he pronounced a metal sheeting 
found at Qumran  which he authenticated as ancient for a NOVA documentary.   Within 
12 months, the 2,000 year old object was found to have been painted with Barium-
Titanium paint, patented in the 1920’s to prevent oxidization. Watching this pseudo-
science analysis reminds one more of a train wreck than a car crash.   

STATISTICS- Whereas their attempt as probability looks impressive, a 600 to 1 chance 
this it is the ‘Family’  it falls flat when one realizes that the info. given to the statistician 
was that of a nuclear family of ca 10 people whereas the truth of the matter is that the 
family of 10 is an extended family of maybe 50 or more comprising 4-5 generations, as a 
result it simply cannot be computed. They knew this and I have the feeling that this info. 
was not divulged to the mathematician. In fact, I published in 1992 a tomb with 15 
ossuaries, 88 people and one name. The one person, one ossuary scenario is how the 
film makers present their findings whereas in an article I published in ‘Atiqot XXII,  three 
of the ossuaries had the remains of a minimum of 6 people. There has been an 
enormous amount of discussion on the web dealing with the probabilities of this being 
the family, which I suggest the viewer read, all of which totally dismiss the statistics as of 
no value whatsoever.  

For a more detailed explanation on how they rigged the statistics see the following: 

http://ntgateway. com/weblog/ 2007/03/correct- interpretation- of-dr-andrey. html 
 
http://ntgateway. com/weblog/ 2007/03/statisti cal-case- for-identity- of-jesus. html   

THE NAMES For those of us familiar with ossuaries and ossuary inscriptions this is, 
despite all their hype, totally unconvincing as all the names were very common. The 
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ratios of names for that period are as follows: Joseph/Jose 8.3 %, Judah 6.2 %, Jesus 
3.5 Matthew 2.4% and Mariam/Mary a whopping 21.4%.  Dr. S. Pfann  from the 
University of Judaism has written an impt. Blog on this showing that 75% of the names 
occurring on Jewish ossuaries during this period are from a pool of but 16 names. 
 (http://www.uhl.ac/) 

The important thing to remember here is that individuals outside of Judea, buried in 
Judea were named according to their place of origin, whereas in Judea this was not 
necessary. Had the names been Jesus of Nazareth, Mary of Nazareth, Joseph of 
Nazareth etc I would have been totally convinced that this may be the family tomb, but 
as none of the names have place of origin, they are all Judeans.  

THOSE UNUSUAL SYMBOLS-  Quadruplicity vs duplicity.  According to SJ the 
symbol on the tomb façade is used astrologically to represent something called 
quadruplicity, or the quality of cardinality.  I would argue that its more in the realm of 
duplicity. This is where the media hype goes totally out of control, seems the BAR 
Crowd  had been reading too much Da Vinci Code. If there is anything which suggests 
deliberate manipulation of the data it is here. For example, in the film, one of the main 
‘experts’ from the BAR Crowd suddenly discovers on camera the fact that a inverted V is 
scratched on an ossuary as if it has some deep hidden mystical meaning. Had the 
‘expert’ read the catalogue of LY Rahmani (pg.19) on ossuaries, he would have seen 
that 40 % of ossuaries have markings!  In fact, this deliberate attempt to fool the public 
reaches a new height when SJ then goes to the Jewish tombs of Dominus Flavit and 
proclaims that those ossuaries discovered decades ago with X’s scratched on the lid and 
body, are ancient Judeo-Christian symbols. Scholars have known for decades that those 
X’s and cross like markings on ossuaries mean one thing and one thing only, the sliding 
lid goes this way!  Reverse the lid and it will not fit. Duh…so much for Judeo-Christian 
symbols, a fact that all of them should have known, particularly the BAR Crowd, seems it 
didn’t go well with their agenda.  

Throughout the film as well as the marketing circus, one sees prominently on the façade 
of the tomb, the dot within the triangle, minus the base as if this is some mystical Judeo-
Christian symbol. Had they simply taken the time to scan photos in the catalogue of 
Jewish ossuaries by LY Rahmani, they would have seen that many ossuaries with 
triangular lids have decorative elements or functional elements serving as handgrips to 
raise the lid, which resemble the ornament on the tomb façade.  Thusly, the façade motif 
could easily be seen in and of itself to resemble an ossuary lid with the tomb itself 
serving as an ossuary.  A black and white photo of one of the ossuaries in the catalogue 
is reproduced for viewers here. 
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Alternatively, the circular object within the triangle can be interpreted as either a patera 
or a wreath, both which appear on a number of ossuaries as well tomb facades such as 
the Tomb of ‘Absalom’. Alternatively if you are in the world of film marketing and media 
hype, it’s the mystical Vonage symbol-reversed. (Apologies to Vonage) 

THE SECOND TOMB - There appears in the film a very long and boring segment 
whereby Simcha and Co. attempt to lower a camera into a plastic pipe which for 
religious reasons has been inserted into the tomb in the 1980’s. When they finally 
succeed with the help of a plumber (sic) they are able to film the tomb and its contents.  
They attempt to pass onto the unsuspecting public that this is a Jewish tomb which they 
have discovered, undisturbed for 2,000 years whereas the tomb was known to the 
archaeologists in 1980.  In fact, Prof. Amos Kloner was in the process of removing the 
ossuaries when the ultra-orthodox arrived on site and forced its closure. Kloner however 
was able to remove one of these ossuaries before the arrival of the ultra-orthodox.  

THE ‘MISSING OSSUARY’  The film makers try to fool the public into believing that as 
ten ossuaries were discovered in the tomb and only nine were published by Kloner that 
the tenth ossuary was the controversial James son of Joseph, brother of Jesus ossuary 
which was declared to be a forgery by a panel of experts. The attempt to deceive the 
public can be clearly seen here in terms of an ‘agenda’. Two members of the BAR 
Crowd who appear prominently in the film had earlier declared that the ossuary had 
originally come from a robbed tomb which they had cleared a few years ago in Silwan 
and not purchased by the collector decades earlier as he claimed.  They clearly had 
attempted to draw media attention to their robbed tomb in Silwan and when the media 
attention flagged they now suddenly claim that they were mistaken and the ossuary no 
longer comes from Silwan but from the Talpiot  ‘Jesus Family tomb excavated in 1980 by 
the Israel Antiquities Authority! Well, last week ago a small problem suddenly arose 
when Oded Golan the owner of the ossuary in question, who is on trial for forging 
objects, produced a photograph of the ossuary with a time stamp 1976, four years 
before the Talpiot tomb was accidentally discovered! Moreover, they maintained that the 
missing ossuary, their James son of Joseph brother of Jesus ossuary was of the same 
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identical dimensions as the ‘missing’ ossuary from Jesus Family tomb at Talpiot.  
Sounds convincing until an enterprising skeptic here in Jerusalem checked the 
dimensions of the two ‘identical’ ossuaries and found that the Talpiot  plain white 
“missing’ ossuary is approximately 20%  longer than the James brother of Jesus ossuary 
! So much for ‘identical’.   

THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER  The truth of the matter is that the missing ossuary was 
never missing, never stolen from the IAA, nor stolen from the Talpiot tomb. Plain 
ossuaries which bore no inscription, nor any ornaments were automatically placed in an 
inner courtyard in the Rockefeller Museum during my tenure at curator (1972-1997). Due 
to a lack of storage space this was standard operating procedure, the ossuary was given 
a registration number, measured and simply stored in the inner courtyard with perhaps 
an additional 50-100 plain ossuaries. This was personally explained to Tabor by me so 
as to avoid any problems of a conspiracy theory in which the plain ossuary would figure. 
Unfortunately, it did not fit their agenda so they artificially created a story in which a plain 
white ossuary, suddenly morphed into a ossuary with two rosettes on the front, traces of 
red paint, bearing the inscription on the back ‘James son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.  

CONCLUSION- All of this can be neatly summed up in the following opinion piece 
(edited) by a SC biblical scholar (Byron. McCane) who wrote in today’s paper, what I 
believe pretty much speaks for all of us involved, enraged and fed up with the current 
wave of pseudo science posing as biblical scholarship, foisted upon the public, by our 
colleagues. 

"The publicity for the Discovery Channel documentary “The Lost Tomb of Jesus” 
has a disturbingly familiar ring. First came the James Ossuary; then The DaVinci 
Code, next the John the Baptist cave, and now “the lost tomb of Jesus. The two 
archaeologists involved in “The Lost Tomb of Jesus,” for example, already have 
a well-known track record for sensationalism. These programs go for the quick 
buck. Everything is crafted to generate interest, to make sales. The disturbing 
trend in recent documentaries toward profit-driven sensationalism, however, is an 
insult to all concerned, and especially to those of us who are scholars of these 
subjects.  And that is why it is scholars who should bring this train of 
sensationalism to a stop."  

Slight correction- make that one archaeologist and one biblical scholar.  

 
 Biography - Joe Zias 

Qualifications Summary 

• Thirty years professional experience in the field of Medical/ Physical 
anthropology. 

• Lecturer to universities, international conferences and medical schools. 
• Over 80 articles in peer reviewed medical and scientific journals. 
• Extensive media and public speaking experience. 
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Relevant Experience 

• Science and Archaeology Group at the Hebrew University. This group is 
composed of scientists from various disciplines, attempting to bring diverse fields 
of scientific inquiry to archaeology, anthropology and research on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 1997-present. 

• Israel Antiquities Authority, Jerusalem, Israel. Senior Curator of 
Archaeology/Anthropology. Responsible for the curation of the antiquities stored 
in the Israel Antiquities Authority, ranging from the Pre-historic periods up to the 
18th Century AD. These objects, numbering over 75,000, included the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, pre-historic human skeletal remains as well as artifacts from the regions 
premier archaeological sites such as Jericho, Megiddo, Gezer etc. 1972-1997. 

• Extensive field and laboratory experience in excavation and research conducted 
on ancient human skeletal remains. 

• Military service as a combat medic with the Israel Defense Forces. 
• Scientific consultant and advisor to museums, universities and medical 

congresses. 

Education 

• Smithsonian Institution, advanced training for the study of Paleopathology. 
• Hadassah (Israel) Medical School, post-MA studies in the field of physical 

anthropology. 
• Master of Arts degree in Anthropology, Wayne State University, Michigan. 
• Bachelor of Arts degree, Wayne State University, Michigan. 

International Awards and Research Grants 

• Special achievement award from the Association of Paleopathologists in 
recognition of scientific contribution to the study of ancient disease. 
(Paleopathology). Prague, Czech Republic. September 1998. 

• Fourteen research/travel grants awarded 1984-2003. 

Hobbies 

• Solo (unassisted) cross country bicycle tour of the Eastern United States from 
Bar Harbor, Maine to Key West, Florida, continuing on to New Zealand and 
Australia. 

• Seven day bike tour from Borges, Spain to Santiago de Compostella (May 2004).  

Contact – Joe E. Zias 
P.O.B. 37209  
Jerusalem  
Israel  
e-mail: joezias@yahoo.com   

 

Page 49 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 

mailto:joezias@yahoo.com


 
Jesus Family Tomb Fact Sheet 
Compiled by Dr. Randall Price 
 
What’s Going On? 
 
(1) On March 28, 1980 in the neighborhood of Talpiot, a 
Jerusalem suburb, construction workers accidentally uncovered 
a first-century burial cave containing ten ossuaries. An ossuary 
is a burial box used to store bones. Six of the ten ossuaries had 
names on them: "Jesus, son of Joseph; Maria; Mariamene; 
Matthew; Judas, son of Jesus; and Jose, a diminutive of 
Joseph. The excavators published a report of the find, 

archaeological magazines and journals wrote articles about it, the cave was closed, the 
bones were re-buried according to Jewish law, and the ossuaries were stored in a 
warehouse run by the Israeli Antiquities Authority. 
 
(2) Two years ago, Israeli-born and now Canadian documentary producer Simcha 
Jacobovici was researching a story about the controversy over the James Ossuary. In 
the process he came across the Talpiot tomb discovery and decided it had greater 
significance than the excavators had known. After further research, he co-authored a 
book The Jesus Family Tomb: The Discovery, the Investigation, and the Evidence That 
Could Change History by Simcha Jacobovici & Charles Pelligrino. The foreword by 
James Cameron, the Hollywood producer who directed the films “The Titanic” and “The 
Terminator.” In addition, The Discovery TV Channel aired the "Lost Tomb of Jesus" 
documentary Sunday night March 4th. 
 
(3) The book and program claim that the Jesus of the Gospels was buried in his family 
tomb in Talpiot alongside his wife Mary Magdalene (called Mariamene) and their son 
Judah. Others buried in the tomb include his mother Mary and father Joseph, and family 
associate, Matthew. The film also suggests that the "James, brother of Jesus" ossuary, 
which surfaced in 2002 may also have come from this tomb. 
 
Their Evidence: 
(1) Statistical probability of finding in a first-century tomb in Jerusalem so many names of 
people mentioned in the Gospels in one location – 600-1,000:1. 
 
(2) The filmmakers retrieved samples from the "Jesus" and "Mariamene" ossuaries for 
DNA analysis. "The human remains were analyzed by Carney Matheson, a scientist at 
the Paleo-DNA Laboratory at Lakehead University in Ontario, Canada. Mitochondrial 
DNA examination determined the individual in the Jesus ossuary and the person in the 
ossuary linked to Mary Magdalene were not related. Since tombs normally contain either 
blood relations or spouses, Jacobovici and his team suggest it is possible Jesus and 
Mary Magdalene were a couple" and that "Judah may have been their son." 
 
(3) The filmmakers claim that the 10th ossuary, said to have disappeared from the 
collections of the Israel Antiquities Authority, may be the so-called "James, Brother of 
Jesus" ossuary. If so, there can be no denying that this is in fact the tomb of Jesus. 
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What’s at Risk? (1) The Gospel Witness: Even though this evidence is false, millions of 
unbelievers may still be deceived into thinking Christianity is a farce and that they were 
justified in not believing the gospel. In addition, uniformed Christians could also become 
disillusioned and leave the faith becoming skeptics or worse (since they will have 
abandoned their moral base). (2) Orthodox Christianity (which includes Fundamentalism 
and Evangelicalism): The conclusion of the book The Jesus Family Tomb and the 
television production “The Lost Tomb of Jesus” is that there was no bodily resurrection. 
They state that they are not theologians, but don’t see why believers can’t simply believe 
that Jesus rose (and ascended) “spiritually.” Neoorthodoxy may be compatible with this 
notion of a “Christ of faith,” but this is incompatible with the Jesus of history and historic 
Christianity. This is because Christianity came from a Biblical Judaism that believed in 
physical resurrection, and because the New Testament authors state unequivocally that 
Jesus rose and ascended bodily, declaring that if this were not a fact then the Christian 
faith was invalid (1 Corinthians 15:17). 
 
What is the Evidence Against This Claim? 
 
(1) One of the Israeli archaeologists who excavated the site (Amos Kloner) and the 
anthropologist (Joe Zias) who examined the ossuary remains in 1980, have stated 
categorically that this tomb has nothing to do with Jesus of Nazareth and that the claims 
the authors and producers are making are nonsense. 
 
(2) The name “Jesus” (“Joshua”) was one of the most popular names among Jews of the 
firstcentury. James Charlesworth of Princeton Theological Seminary says he has a first-
century letter “written by someone named Jesus, addressed to someone else named 
Jesus and witnessed by a third party named Jesus.” The New Testament also mentions 
a “Bar-Jesus” (Acts 13:6). In fact, all of the names on the ossuaries make the top ten list 
of popular first-century names. Based on account of 2,625 males with these names in 
the first century and/on discovered ossuaries we find:  
 
Joseph 218/45,  
Judah (Judas) 164/44,  
Jesus 99/22,  
Matthew 62/17 
 
Of 328 occurrences for women we find:  
 
Mary/Mariamne 70/42 (21% of Jewish women were called Mariamne/Mary),  
Martha 20/17 
 
This reveals that the chance of the people in the ossuaries being the same individuals 
mentioned in Gospels is extremely slight. 
 
(3) The statistical analysis commissioned by the authors and producers is untrustworthy. 
Statistical analysis is only as good as the numbers that were provided to the statistician. 
He did not run numbers he did not have. In the follow up critique program hosted by Ted 
Koppel (aired on The Discovery Channel on March 4th), the statistician admitted that to 
get the high numbers given in the book and on the program, one would have to accept 
the assumptions made about the identifications and relationships (familial) of the 
individuals in the tomb have to be put into the numbers pot. However, if only the 
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individual names “Jesus,” “Mary,” and “Joseph” were used the outcome would not be 
significant. 
 
(4) According to the gospels, Matthew was not a family member, and a “Judas son of 
Jesus” is nowhere mentioned in the New Testament or extra-biblical writings. In fact, 
there is no historical evidence that Jesus was married or had a child. Therefore, this 
can’t be Jesus’ family tomb if Matthew is there, and can’t be the Jesus of the Gospels if 
son named Judas there! 
 
(5) The ossuaries are inscribed in 
different languages: Aramaic, 
Hebrew, and Greek (“Jesus,” 
“Judah” are inscribed in 
Aramaic, “Joseph,” “Maria,” and “Matthew” are in Hebrew, and “Marianmene e Mara” in 
Greek). If the tomb is of Jesus' family, why are the inscriptions in different languages? If 
“Marianmene e Mara” is really “Mary Magdelene” and she is Jesus’ wife, why isn’t her 
ossuary also in Hebrew? There is no evidence she was a Hellenistic Jew (Jesus wasn’t). 
This evidence suggests that different individuals, perhaps of different backgrounds, were 
buried in the tomb. 

and 

 
(6) The DNA evidence is suspect. Over the past five years my excavation team and I 
have collected more than 50 bone deposits from Qumran. Despite the large number of 
bones (including teeth), the excellent state of the bones, and our careful method of 
extraction and preservation in view of DNA analysis, our genetics expert, Dr. Gila Kahila 
(who performed the DNA analysis of the Dead Sea scroll fragments from Cave 4 at 
Qumran) has had little success in getting any DNA samples. The bones of the ten 
ossuaries from the Talpiot tomb were given a proper Jewish burial back in 1980, and any 
scant remains that may have been found in this new investigation have probably been 
contaminated with the DNA of the excavators and others. All one needs to do is breathe 
on a bone sample to contaminate it. The two ossuaries from which their samples were 
taken had been cleaned of their bones, handled many times, and had been in open 
storage for 25 years! Even if they had a good DNA sample, there is no DNA evidence 
that this is the historical Jesus of Nazareth. We would also need an independent control 
sample from some member of Jesus' family to confirm that these were members of 
Jesus' family. We do not have that at all. Moreover, because only two boxes were tested 
and they show no relationship we do not have enough information to even conclude this 
was a family tomb. In addition mitacondrial DNA does not reveal genetic coding or XY 
chromosome make up anyway. They would need nuclear DNA for that in any case. The 
only evidence is that the DNA of the Mariamne and Jesus in the tomb do not match. This 
evidence does not prove she is a wife. It simply says that this Jesus and this Mary are 
not biologically related. If it is a family tomb, then she could just as easily have been the 
wife of any one of the other males in the tomb. In other words, the DNA could prove the 
exact opposite of what is being claimed. 
 
(7) The earliest followers of Jesus never called him "Jesus, son of Joseph." According to 
the New Testament, “Jesus” was the legal son of Joseph, but not his biological son. 
From a study of names in first-century Israel, it is known that there were regional 
designations for ossuary inscriptions. If an individual was from Judea they would have 
been designated by their fathers name: “Jesus ben (son of) Joseph;” if from the Galilee 
(Jesus home), then by the name of the town: “Jesus of Nazareth” (as Jesus is 
consistently called in the New Testament). It was this title, written as a legal designation 

Page 52 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 



by the Romans, that appeared in the inscription attached to Jesus cross at His 
crucifixion (Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38; John 19:19). 
 
(8) It is highly unlikely that Joseph, who died earlier in Galilee, was buried in Jerusalem, 
since the historical record connects him only to his adult hometown of Nazareth or to his 
ancestral home of Bethlehem. Moreover, the traditional tomb of Mary (the mother of 
Jesus) is in Ephesus, where Christian tradition says she lived with John after he was 
released from his exile on the island of Patmos. 
 
(9) The ornamentation on the ossuaries in the Talpiot tomb indicate they would have 
belonged to a rich family, which does not match the historical record for Jesus’ family. 
According to Gospels, Jesus was buried in a rich man’s tomb (Mark 15:43), but it did not 
belong to his family, but to Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin. However, 
the ossuary for Jesus is of inferior quality, the name merely scratched on the limestone 
surface like graffiti. If the family could afford a rich man’s tomb and had an entire year 
prepare to an ossuary (the time it takes for the flesh to decay from the bones) why would 
they choose a graffiti-like script to name their dead hero. Surely they would have 
honored Jesus more than this? By contrast, the ossuary for Mary is ornate and the name 
is beautifully chiseled. Was Mary more important than Jesus in the New Testament? 
Would Jesus’ family have deliberately made His ossuary less ornate? Why? Even 
though Jesus displayed humility during His life, why would His own family feel He 
needed to be abnegated in death? Why not also Mary, since she had often humbled 
herself (cf. Luke 1:38, 48; 2:29)? 
 
(10) The two Mary ossuaries do not mention anyone from “Migdal” (or “Magdala”), which 
 might be expected to distinguish Mary Magdalene (“Mary from Migdal/Magdala”), but 
simply has the name “Mary.” The Aramaic term Mara in this first-century context does 
not mean “master,” as is claimed, but is an abbreviated form of the name “Martha.” Most 
likely the ossuary contained the remains of two women named “Mary” and “Martha” 
(Mariamne and Mara), again common names of the time. Moreover, to get Mariamne to 
match Mary Magdalene and not a host of any other Mary’s, one has to appeal to an 
apocryphal Acts of Philip, a late fourth-century Gnostic (heretical) manuscript. Without 
this, there is not even a possibility of a connection. The Acts of Philip and the Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene also state that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene (the basis for the 
claim in Dan Brown’s The DaVinci Code). Again, these are fictional accounts written by a 
religion that opposed orthodox Christianity and was branded as heretical. Therefore, we 
do not know Mary/Mariamne = Mary Magdalene, the key point that has to be true for the 
claim of the authors and producers of “The Lost Tomb of Jesus” to have any merit. 
 
(10) The two Mary ossuaries do not mention anyone from “Migdal” (or “Magdala”), which 
might be expected to distinguish Mary Magdalene (“Mary from Migdal/Magdala”), but 
simply has the name “Mary.” The Aramaic term Mara in this first-century context does 
not mean “master,” as is claimed, but is an abbreviated form of the name “Martha.” Most 
likely the ossuary contained the remains of two women named “Mary” and “Martha” 
(Mariamne and Mara), again common names of the time. Moreover, to get Mariamne to 
match Mary Magdalene and not a host of any other Mary’s, one has to appeal to an 
apocryphal Acts of Philip, a late fourth-century Gnostic (heretical) manuscript. Without 
this, there is not even a possibility of a connection. The Acts of Philip and the Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene also state that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene (the basis for the 
claim in Dan Brown’s The DaVinci Code). Again, these are fictional accounts written by a 
religion that opposed orthodox Christianity and was branded as heretical. Therefore, we 
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do not know Mary/Mariamne = Mary Magdalene, the key point that has to be true for the 
claim of the authors and producers of “The Lost Tomb of Jesus” to have any merit. 
 
(11) By all ancient accounts, the tomb of Jesus was empty. This conflicts with the idea 
presented in the book and program that Jesus’ body was moved to another tomb, 
decayed for one year's time, and then His bones put in an ossuary. Hostile Jewish and 
Roman sources such as Josephus, Suetonius, Pliny and Tacitus all say that it was 
believed by the early Christians that Jesus was raised from the dead and that they 
worshipped as a god. Archaeological evidence also confirms this: early Jewish-Christian 
ossuary inscriptions and graffiti found at the site of Dominus Flevit on the Mt. of Olives 
(in Jerusalem) reveal that the earliest Christians prayed to Jesus and committed 
themselves to Him in death. How could this have been done if they knew He had not 
defeated death? Moreover, if Jesus’ family had a tomb had been known, both the Jewish 
authorities and the Roman government, who wanted to stamp out the Jesus’ movement, 
would have exposed Jesus’ bones and ended Christianity in the first-century. On the 
other hand, if the tomb had been kept a secret, are we really to believe that Jesus’ 
disciples, who knew He didn't rise bodily from the dead and were perpetrating a cover-up 
and a fraudulent religion, would die for it as martyrs? Suppose even the disciples didn’t 
know? Who, then, removed the body? At least James, who became the head of the 
church in Jerusalem and was Jesus' brother would have known about his own family 
tomb! Yet, the New Testament records that he personally beheld the risen Christ (1 
Corinthians 15:7). 
 
(12) The James ossuary could not have come from this tomb. Soil samples taken from 
inside the James ossuary clearly links it with Kidron Valley area, not Talpiot. This 
matches the testimony of Oded Golan (the owner of the James Ossuary) who says the 
ossuary came from Silwan (in the Kidron Valley). According to the fourth-century church 
historian Eusebius, the body of James, the brother of Jesus, was buried alone near the 
Temple Mount (where he was executed) and that his tomb was visited in the early 
centuries. Two years ago Joe Zias discovered the fourth-century Byzantine inscription 
on the “Tomb of Absalom” in the Kidron Valley (near the Silwan) that said it was then 
known as the “Tomb of Zacharias,” the father of John the Baptist. Church tradition says 
that James was buried in this same tomb. Moreover, Oded Golan is on trial for forging 
the words “brother of Jesus” on the James ossuary. According to Joe Zias, who used to 
inspect antiquities dealers on behalf of the Israeli Antiquities Authority, he saw the 
James ossuary in an antiquity shop without these added words in the early 1990’s. 
However, during the during the forgery trial of Oded Golan, former FBI agent Gerald 
Richard testified that a photo of the James ossuary, showing it in Golan's home, was 
taken in the 1970s, based on tests done by the FBI photo lab. If the ossuary was in 
Golan’s home in the 1970’s it could not have been discovered in the Talpiot tomb in 
1980. Remember, in order for the case to be made for this being the Family Tomb of 
Jesus, this James ossuary has to be proven to have originally said “brother of Jesus” 
and to have come from the Talpiot tomb. 
 
Closing Quote: "In light of all the incredible number of problems with the recent claim 
that Jesus' grave has been found, the time-honored, multi-faceted evidence for the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus is more convincing than ever. Even the early opponents of 
the Christian message acknowledged that Jesus' tomb was empty. And the evidence for 
Jesus' bodily resurrection appearances has never been refuted." - Dr. Gary Habermas 
(Research Professor, Liberty University and expert on the resurrection of Jesus and 
author of The Case for the Resurrection).  
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Biography – Dr. Randall Price 
 
Dr. J. Randall Price serves as President for World of the Bible Ministries.  He is a Th.M. 
graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary and holds a Ph.D. in Middle Eastern Studies 
from the University of Texas at Austin. He has done graduate study at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and conducted archeological excavation in Israel with the 
University of Texas in conjunction with the teaching of courses in biblical archaeology 
and the history and culture of modern Israel.  
 
He has served as a pastor for 26 years, and is currently co-pastor of Grace Bible Church 
in San Marcos, Texas. He is Research Professor of Biblical Archaeology and Biblical 
Studies at Oregon Theological Seminary in Salem. He is also Adjunct Professor of 
Archaeology and Biblical History at Trinity Southwest University in Albuquerque, and 
Adjunct Professor of Theology at Bible Baptist Seminary in Clark Summit, PA, and 
Tyndale Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas. He is an author of over 20 books and 
films on the Bible, and is a guest on nationally televised ministries. He is well suited for 
an international ministry of communication. 
 
For further information contact: 
Randall Price, Th.M. (Dallas Seminary), Ph.D. (University of Texas) 
President: World of the Bible Ministries, Inc. 
Website: www.worldofthebible.com 
E-mail: wbmrandl@itouch.net 
Office: (512) 396-3799 
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False Tombs and Gnostic Tales - 
Mocking the Heart of Christianity 
By Berit Kjos  
 
Emphasis added in bold letters below 
 

 
 
"Last year, it was the Gnostic nonsense of the 'Da Vinci Code.'... 
This year it's a variation on the 'Da Vinci' theme. We are not only 

being told that there was a Mrs. Jesus (aka Mary Magdalene). We are also 
informed that her tomb and that of Jesus have been found in Jerusalem; that 
DNA testing has proved that they are not related and so must have been 
married (how exactly does it prove that?)... In a surreal moment on 'Larry King 
Live' earlier this week, the film's producer, James Cameron, told us with a 
straight face that we should all be thankful that we now have tangible evidence 
that Jesus existed. Actually, no serious historian of biblical antiquity has 
ever doubted that there was a historical Jesus."[1] Wall Street Journal, 2-2-07 
  
"All archaeologists confirm the nature of the find."[2] Discovery Channel

"Professor Amos Kloner, the Jerusalem District archeologist who officially 
oversaw the work at the tomb... dismissed the claims. 'It makes a great story 
for a TV film.... But it's impossible. It's nonsense.'... There is no likelihood that 
Jesus and his relatives had a family tomb.... They were a Galilee family with no 
ties in Jerusalem.'"[3] 

 

Is this science? A bad joke? Or part of an intensifying battle against unchanging truths -- 
a despicable mockery of the God of the Bible and the significance of His death, burial 
and resurrection? 

As in the tale of "The Emperor's New Clothes," it doesn't take much discernment to see 
through the hollow "theories" used to validate the "scientific" fabrications. But, sad to 
say, in our long-planned atmosphere of politically correct "open-mindedness" and 
dialogue, there is little resistance to such misleading media messages!  Those who are 
driven by today's manipulative marketing are likely to buy the tempting illusions about 
God as well.  

The producer (James Cameron) and director (Simcha Jacobovici) of Discovery 
Channel's "Jesus Tomb" documentary featured fake evidence, false conclusions and a 
phony tomb -- a more accessible and "convincing" tomb than the actual one.  

"Jacobovici shows pictures taken by a camera that was sent down a pipe into the tomb. 
The majority of the viewers won't understand that this is not the same cave, said 
Professor Amos Kloner."[4] 
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"Much of the movie was filmed on sets recreated from the drawings and photographs 
taken from those [false] works, he said. In one scene, the ossuaries [limestone bone 
boxes] are shown covered with dust that is being brushed away to reveal the 
inscriptions.... But that's not the way they were found.... The documentary was made 
according to the 'imagination of people.'... I don't accept the claim that this tomb was 
the burial place for the family of Jesus."[4] 

The two filmmakers may have been driven by no other purpose than fame and fortune. 
But the change agents that supported them have more revolutionary missions. So, 
before we rebut the Discovery Channel's absurd suggestions, let's remember that the 
vast majority of today's media masters have joined the crusade for global transformation. 
They share a stake in the destruction of Christianity -- the main obstacle to the UN vision 
of social solidarity and spiritual synthesis. 

Since Biblical certainties stand as a bulwark against crowd thinking and dialectical 
delusions, what could better serve the globalist purpose than to undermine the heart of 
the Christian gospel: the purity, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord? 
The timing of this travesty is no accident. This titillating "revelation" surfaced just in time 
to corrupt the celebration of Christ's resurrection in the minds of many people around the 
world.  

It all makes sense when we remember that Discovery Channel is part of the global 
media conglomerate, Discovery Communications. The last few years, its senior vice 
president for Public Policy & Communications has been Donald A. Baer, an influential 
member of the Council of Foreign Relations and a "former Assistant to President Clinton 
for Strategic Planning and Communications."[5]  [See CFR: Task Force Members] 

Strategic communication -- whether outright propaganda or "convenient" facts -- is vital 
to the CFR's plan for a New World Order.[6] As Aldous Huxley warned in Brave New 
World Revisited, his 1958 update on psycho-social manipulation of the Brave New Word, 
the emphasis on mind-changing messages was set in place long ago. 

"There are two kinds of propaganda -- rational propaganda in favor of action that is 
consonant with the enlightened self-interest of those who make it and those to whom it is 
addressed, and non-rational propaganda that is not consonant with anybody's 
enlightened self-interest, but is dictated by, and appeals to, passion.... 

"Propaganda in favor of action that is consonant with enlightened self-interest appeals 
to reason by means of logical arguments based upon the best available evidence fully 
and honestly set forth. Propaganda in favor of action dictated by the impulses that are 
below self-interest offers false, garbled or incomplete evidence, avoids logical 
argument and seeks to influence its victims by the mere repetition of catchwords, by the 
furious denunciation of foreign or domestic scapegoats, and by cunningly associating the 
lowest passions with the highest ideals, so that atrocities come to be perpetrated in the 
name of God.... 

"The power to respond to reason and truth exists in all of us. But so, unfortunately, does 
the tendency to respond to unreason and falsehood -- particularly in those cases 
where the falsehood evokes some enjoyable emotion, or where the appeal to 
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unreason strikes some answering chord in the primitive, subhuman depths of our 
being.... 

"Mass communication, in a word, is neither good nor bad; it is simply a force and, like 
any other force, it can be used either well or ill. Used in one way, the press, the radio 
and the cinema are indispensable to the survival of democracy. Used in another way, 
they are among the most powerful weapons in the dictator's armory.... 

"In the totalitarian East there is political censorship, and the media of mass 
communication are controlled by the State. In the democratic West there is economic 
censorship and the media of mass communication are controlled by members of the 
Power Elite...."[6]  

No small part of that "Power Elite," Discovery Communications wields its mind-changing 
influence through its vast network of global operations which include Discovery Channel, 
Animal Planet, Discovery Health Channel, Discovery Kids, Discovery Times Channel, 
TLC, Travel Channel,  The Science Channel, Military Channel, Discovery Home 
Channel, Discovery en Español and dozens more. Do you wonder what kinds of facts 
and worldviews this conglomerate promotes? Or what it censors?  

Let's turn to its page on "The Lost Tomb of Jesus." Here we are told that "hundreds of 
tombs and thousands of ossuaries (limestone bone boxes) have been discovered in the 
Jerusalem area.... One of these tombs was found to contain ten ossuaries. Six of the 
ossuaries in this tomb have inscriptions on them. As it turns out, every inscription in this 
particular tomb relates to the Gospels."[7]   

But it's not true! Consider its claims and the contrary evidence: 

● "All leading epigraphers agree about the inscriptions." [7]   

Not true! Steve Caruso, a professional translator at Aramaic Designs, has been studying 
the Aramaic language for nearly a decade. Decoding the imprecise script and scratches 
is anything but easy:  

"Out of all of the inscriptions, the one attributed to Jesus is the most difficult to make out, 
and as a result the most difficult to interpret.... I  honestly could see how רב Bar or 'son 
(of)' was implied, but it was not at all clear or coherent. With עושי Yeshua` or 'Jesus,' 
however, I had a great amount of difficulty...."[8]  

"It is not scholarly and not scientific," said Professor Amos Kloner, the Jerusalem 
District archeologist who supervised the excavation of the actual tomb site back in the 
1980s. Dismissing Discovery Channel's claims, he "noted that the documentary spends 
about 10 minutes talking about 'the missing ossuary,' suggesting it could be the same 
ossuary that turned up several years ago in the hands of an antique dealer." Then he 
reminds us that "Experts later discredited the ossuary (which bore the inscription 
'James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus') as a forgery and fraud."[4] 

Wikipedia quotes David Mavorah, a curator at Jerusalem's Israel museum in Jerusalem, 
who states, "We know that Joseph, Jesus and Mariamene were all among the most 
common names of the period. To start with all these names being together in a single 
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tomb and leap from there to say this is the tomb of Jesus is a little far-fetched, to put it 
politely."[9] 

● "All archaeologists confirm the nature of the find."[7]   

Not true!  "I've known about these ossuaries for many years and so have many other 
archaeologists," says retired Professor William Dever, whom many U.S. scholars 
consider "the dean of biblical archaeology." "None of us thought it was much of a story 
because these are rather common Jewish names from that period," he explained. "It's a 
publicity stunt, and it will make these guys very rich, and it will upset millions of 
innocent people because they don't know enough to separate fact from fiction."[10] 

Others agree. "Leading archaeologists in Israel and the United States are denouncing 
the purported discovery of the tomb of Jesus as a publicity stunt," writes Alan 
Cooperman in his article, "Jesus tomb claim denounced."   

"Scorn for the Discovery Channel's claim to have found the burial place of Jesus, Mary 
Magdalene and — most explosively — their possible son came not just from Christian 
scholars but also from Jewish and secular experts who said their judgments were 
unaffected by any desire to uphold Christian orthodoxy."[10] 

"This whole case (for the tomb of Jesus) is flawed from beginning to end," said Jodi 
Magness, an archaeologist at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. "By going 
directly to the media, she said, the filmmakers 'have set it up as if it's a legitimate 
academic debate, when the vast majority of scholars who specialize in archaeology of 
this period have flatly rejected this.'"[10]  

● "The film also documents DNA extraction from human residue found in two of 
the ossuaries and reveals new evidence that throws light on Jesus' relationship 
with Mary Magdalene."[7]   

Not true! This absurd claim hides the fact that no one checked or recorded the DNA of 
Jesus 2000 years ago! DNA testing for identity -- even in the most prestigious laboratory 
-- means nothing if there's no original sample to compare it with. Matching the DNA of 
individuals or unknown family members may sound "scholarly" or "scientific," but it 
proves nothing about our Lord! [See Mocking God] 

Not only does Discovery Channel market its blasphemous message under the 
prestigious banner of "science," it also invokes the mysteries of Gnosticism. To "prove" 
that Mary Magdalene was buried in Jerusalem, they used information from the Gnostic 
"Acts of Phillip." Its mythical distortions told them that Mary had moved to France with 
her son but came back to Jerusalem later in life.  

To those who don't know the historical record, such seductive arguments -- along with 
Discovery Channel's filmed dramatization of Mary, Jesus and the fake tomb -- may well 
seem too real to deny. 

Conclusion 
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Today's assaults on Christianity are well timed and increasingly blatant. But they 
shouldn't surprise us. Blinded to truth by the the world's never-ending stream of 
entertaining distractions, the masses have little time for the vital truths, facts and logic 
that enable them to resist deception.  Meanwhile, Satan, who is always on the lookout 
for an "opportune time," knows well that the time has come for deceptions that would 
have raised mass resistance some decades ago. 

That fact hasn't escaped our global leaders, including the mainstream media within the 
Council of Foreign relations. The mood of the nations has been surveyed, assessed and 
manipulated for decades awaiting that "opportune" time for speeding the transformation. 
What the International Congress on Mental Health concluded in its 1948 report has now 
become reality:  

"Change will be strongly resisted unless an attitude of acceptance has first been 
engendered."[11] 

Today, more than half a century later, that general "attitude of acceptance" has been 
established! Nations around the world are fast conforming to the pattern set in the 
1940s. And the global networks of "mental health" and pluralistic partners are working to 
prevent  any uncompromising Truths or moral guidelines that would hinder "positive" or 
"collective thinking" around the world.  

We don't know the nature of the next assaults on God and His people, but we know the 
God who reigns in the midst of them. Are you ready to stand firm in Him when they 
come? 

"...the whole world is under the sway of the evil one." 1 John 5:19 

"...though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God...." 2 
Corinthians 10:2-6 

 
 See The Secret - Christianity or New Age | 

Clothed with His Truth (First lesson in a Bible study on the Armor)  
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Questions for the Authentic 
Christian? 
By Dr Victor Herlacher 
“Do you believe the ‘Tomb of Jesus' documentary, which 
denies the resurrection of Christ?”   

Does this concern you as a Christian and does it threaten 
your faith? 

Some problems come quickly to mind: 

Scholars have known about these tombs for over 25 
years. 

Jesus’ family was a poor family from Nazareth, not a middle- to upper-class family from 
Jerusalem.  So this tomb is the wrong kind of tomb located in the wrong city. 

Why is this finding being presented at this time?  Notice that this controversy follows 
quickly on the heels of the Da Vinci Code movie. 

Was Jesus married to a woman named Mariamne, and is Mariamne  Mary Magdalene? 

Did Jesus have a son named Judas?  

What about the DNA testing?  It came up negative.  

The documentary claims, “Jesus and Mary were married, as the DNA evidence 
suggests.”   This is nonsense.  The DNA “suggests” nothing. 

Think about it.  How can DNA evidence suggest someone is married?   

What happened to the body of Jesus of Nazareth 2,000 years ago.  

Do you want to base your belief in this documentary on artifacts—the ossuaries or base 
it on documents—the historical records of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter and Paul?  

Which gives us more precise information, bone boxes or written records?  The written 
records, obviously.  

The claim of Jesus’ resurrection, was part of the earliest, most primitive testimony 
regarding Jesus.     

Why would so many of them die for this lie when they knew it was a lie?  It doesn’t add 
up.   

Page 62 
 

Compiled By: Prophezine  - www.prophezine.com 



Christianity stands or falls on the historical fact of Jesus’ resurrection, according to the 
Apostle Paul. 

Yes, James Cameron is the respected expert, because of his work in producing the 
largest grossing movie of all time, "The Titanic" which grossed $1.8 billion and was a 
successful three-time Academy Award winning director.    

He is a 33rd Degree Mason and has no credentials whatsoever to make the claim that 
Jesus was left in a tomb.  Unfortunately,  Mr. Cameron is ignorant or is ignoring what the 
Bible says about our eternal destiny.  Jesus Christ paid our debt, took our place and is 
the only access we have to spend eternity with God.  

Jesus' resurrection is the key foundation stone for all Christianity.  Let's take a look at 
some important Scriptures. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 - "For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so God will also bring with Him through Jesus those who have fallen asleep 
in death."  

The dead bodies of saints will arise because Jesus bodily rose first. If Jesus did not rise, 
then the hope of the resurrection of the dead is also an empty, futile hope. 

 Romans 1:4 - "And as to His divine nature, according to the Spirit of holiness, 
was openly designated the Son of God in power, in a striking, triumphant and 
miraculous manner by His resurrection from the dead, even Jesus Christ our 
Lord (the Messiah, the Anointed One)."  

In other words, Jesus' resurrection proves His Divine Nature!   

If He did not rise, then He cannot be proven to be Divine, and hence our faith is in vain. 

1 Corinthians 15:14 - "And if Christ has not risen, then our preaching is in vain, 
it amounts to nothing, and your faith is devoid of truth and is fruitless, without 
effect, empty, imaginary, and unfounded."  

1 Corinthians 15:17-18 -- "And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is mere 
delusion and you are still in your sins under the control and penalty of sin; And 
further, those who have died in spiritual fellowship and union with Christ have 
perished are lost!"  

The entire Christian faith is immediately cast upon the rocks if it can "be proven" that 
Jesus never resurrected. We need to prepare ourselves for the testing of our faith as 
never before.  Read the following Scripture in 2 Thessalonians: 
 

(2Th 2:1)  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
 
(2Th 2:2)  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, 
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
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(2Th 2:3)  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition; 
 
(2Th 2:4)  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that 
is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that 
he is God. 
 
(2Th 2:5)  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these 
things? 
 
(2Th 2:6)  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his 
time. 
 
(2Th 2:7)  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth 
will let, until he be taken out of the way. 
 
(2Th 2:8)  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
 
(2Th 2:9)  Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, 
 
(2Th 2:10)  And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
 
(2Th 2:11)  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: 
 
(2Th 2:12)  That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 
 
(2Th 2:13)  But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to 
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
 
(2Th 2:14)  Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(2Th 2:15)  Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have 
been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. 
 
(2Th 2:16)  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which 
hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through 
grace, 
 
(2Th 2:17)  Comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good word and work. 
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Biography – Dr Victor Herlacher 

Vic Herlacher had a medical practice specializing in internal and preventative 
medicine for 23 years. During this time he observed many changes and 
restrictions which made it impossible to practice medicine without compromising 
patient care.  

What was happening in the medical field was only a symptom of a problem that 
affects everyone of us. It has to do with our economy. Like a cancer that slowly 
destroys its host, inflation and income taxes are slowly destroying individual 
productivity and economic health and viability of our country. It has been very 
apparent that people are on a treadmill and unable to accomplish their dreams 
and goals. The American dream has deteriorated over the past several years and 
many have been in the process of losing their personal freedom. 

Vic left his medical practice and began directing his professional skills and efforts 
to treating the economic wounds of our country. At the present time he does 
extensive medical research and writes articles on preventative medicine using 
the Internet. He has found significant scientific evidence supporting health 
benefits and prevention of disease by using key nutritional supplements. 

Visit his site at http://www.drherlacher.com  
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